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ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


of  the 


TOWN  OF  MONTAGUE 


For  the  Year  Ending  December  31,  1963 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


Cliainnan 
William  J.  Powers 

Clerk 

Joseph  Laramie,  Jr. 


COMMITTEE 


Name 

William  J.  Powers 
Joseph  Laramie,  Jr. 
Robert  A.  Cade 
William  H.  Kaminsky 
Daniel  Kelleher 
Raymond  A.  Bartlett,  Ji 
Lucien  P.  Desbien 
Thomas  F.  Ryan 
Chester  J.  Saharceski 


Turners  Falls,  Mass. 
Turners  Falls,  Mass. 
Montague,  Mass. 
Turners  Falls,  Mass. 
Turners  Falls,  Mass. 
Turners  Falls,  Mass. 
Millers  Falls,  Mass. 
Turners  Falls,  Mass. 
Turners  Falls,  Mass. 


Term 
Expires 

1964 
1965 
1964 
1965 
1966 
1966 
1964 
1964 
1964 


SUFESINTENDENT   OF  SCHOOLS 

Arthur  E.  Burke 

15  Crocker  Avenue,  Turners  Falls,  Mass.,  Telephone  UN  3-4534 

Office:  Turners  Falls  High  School,  Telephone  UN  3-4505 

ABMINISTEATIVE  ASSISTANT 

James  C.  Humphrey 

236  Main  St.,  Montague  City,  Mass.,  Telephone  UN  3-4521 

Office:  Turners  Falls  High  School,  Telephone  UN  3-4505 


Catherine  M.  Kelley 
8  Chestnut  St.,  Turners  Falls,  Mass.,  Telephone  UN  3-4529 

SECEETAKY  TO  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 

Mrs.  Irja  V.  Haynes 
3  Highland  Circle,  Turners  Falls,  Mass.,  Telephone  UN  3-2842 

OFFICE  HOUKS 

Daily  8:30  A.M.  to  12:00  1:30  P.M.  to  5.00  P.M. 

Saturday  9:00  A.M.  to  12:00 

The  Superintendent  maj^  be  seen  at  his  office  by  appointment. 
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SCHOOL  CALENDAB  —  1964 

SECONDARY  SCHOOLS 
and 

ELEMENTAKY  SCHOOLS 

Open:  January  6,  1964  —  Close  February  21,  1964 

Winter  Vacation  —  one  week  7  weeks 

Open:  March  2,  1964  —  Close  April  17,  1964 

Spring  Vacation  —  one  week  7  weeks 

Open:  April  27,  1964  —  Close  June  19,  1964  8  weeks 

Open:  September  9,  1964  —  Close  December  23,  1964 

Christmas  Vacation  16  weeks 


38  weeks 


SCHOOL  HOLroAYS 

Friday,  March  27,  1964  Good  Friday 

Monday,  September  7,  1964  Labor  Day 

Tuesday,  September  8,  1964  Organizational  Meeting  of  Teach- 

ers 

Wednesday,  September  16,  1964  Franklin  County  Fair 

Monday,  October  12,  1964  Columbus  Day 

Monday,  October  26,  1964  Franklin   County  Teachers'   Con- 

vention 

Wednesday,  November  11,  1964    Veterans'  Day 

Thursday,  November  26,  1964  & 

Friday,  November  27,  1964  Thanksgiving  Holidays 

Wednesday,  December  23,  1964 
— Noon  Christmas  Holidays  Begin 


NO         SCHOOL  SIGNAL 

It  will  be  the  policy  of  the  School  Department  to  sound  the 
NO-SCHOOL  SIGNAL  only  in  cases  of  extreme  weather  condi- 
tions. Many  pupils  are  transported  to  and  from  school,  and  condi- 
tions in  the  several  precincts  may  vary  so  that  it  may  be  difficult 
to  reach  a  decision  that  is  equally  fair  to  all  pupils. 

Therefore,  when  it  has  been  decided  to  keep  schools  open  on 
stormy  days,  parents  are  urged  to  exercise  their  personal  judg- 
ment as  to  the  wisdom  of  sending  their  children  to  school. 

The  NO-SCHOOL  SIGNAL  will  be  two  blasts  of  the  fire  alarm 
signal  repeated  once  (2-2): 

At  7:15  A.M.  indicates  NO-SCHOOL  for  Turners  Falls  High 
School. 

At  7:45  A.M.  indicates  NO-SCHOOL  SESSION  in  elementary 
schools. 

At  12:30  P.M.  indicates  NO  AFTERNOON  SESSION  in  the  kin- 
dergarten and  elementary  schools. 

At  Millers  Falls  the  signal  will  be  two  blasts  from  the  fire 
alarm  signal  repeated  once  (2-2). 

At  Montague  Center  the  pupils  vAll  have  to  depend  chiefly  on 
the  radio  announcement  from  Station  WHAI  and  information 
from  the  drivers  of  the  school  busses  who  will  use  all  means  pos- 
sible to  circulate  information.  If  possible,  it  will  be  the  policy  to 
sound  the  fire  alarm  at  Montague  Center. 


EEPOKT  OF  THE  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Montague: 

I  respectfully  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  Chairman  of 
the  Montague  School  Committee. 

Regular  meetings  of  the  School  Committee  were  held  on  the 
second  and  fourth  Mondays  during  the  past  year.  Special  meet- 
ings and  sub-committee  meetings  were  conducted  as  needed 
throughout  the  year. 

The  newly-enacted  conflict  of  interest  law,  effective  May  1, 
1963,  brought  about  the  resignation  of  five  of  the  nine  committee 
members.  Resigning  were  Robert  A.  Cade,  Francis  R.  Pleasant, 
John  W.  Shanahan,  James  Thurston,  Jr.,  and  William  J.  Powers. 
At  a  joint  meeting  of  the  remaining  members  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee and  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  the  followmg  were  appointed 
to  serve  in  the  vacancies  until  the  next  annual  election: 

Robert  A.  Cade 

Thomas  F.  Ryan 

Lucien  P.  Desbien 

Chester  J.  Saharceski 

William  J.  Powers 
Following  are  appointm.ents  made  to  sub-committees  during  the 
year: 


William  J.  Powers,  Chairman 

Raymond  A.  Bartlett,  Jr. 

Lucien  P.  Desbien 

Joseph  Laramie,  Jr. 

Robert  A.  Cade 
Transportation 

Daniel  Kelleher,  Chairman 

Joseph  Laramie,  Jr. 

Chester  J.  Saharceski 
Personnel 

Robert  A.  Cade,  Chairman 

Raymond  A.  Bartlett,  Jr. 

William  J.  Powers 

Thom.as  F.  Ryan 

Joseph  Laramie,  Jr. 


Daniel  Kelleher,  Chairman 
Raymond  A.  Bartlett,  Jr. 
Lucien  P.  Desbien 
Chester  J.  Saharceski 
Thomas  F.  Ryan 


Daniel  Kelleher,  Chairman 
Joseph  Laramie,  Jr. 
Raymond  A.  Bartlett,  Jr. 
AtMetic  Plans 

William  H.  Kaminsky,  Chairman 
Daniel  Kelleher 
Chester  J.  Saharceski 
Thomas  F.  Ryan 


Raymond  A.  Bartlett,  Jr.,  and  William  H.  Kaminsky  were  ap- 
pointed to  serve  as  School  Committee  representatives  on  the  soe- 
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cial  committee  authorized  by  town  meeting  to  Gtudy  the  need  for 
additional  High  School  facilities. 

It  should  be  carefully  noted  that  the  space  problem  in  the  Jun- 
ior and  Senior  High  School  is  becoming  acute.  Temporary  steps 
have  been  taken  to  alleviate  the  conditions  but  it  is  my  opinion 
that  there  is  a  definite  need  for  additional  facilities  for  classroom 
purposes  as  well  as  for  the  physical  education  department. 

We  have  been  fortunate  that  construction  of  school  buildings 
in  the  Town  of  Montague  since  the  end  of  World  War  II,  has 
been  limited  to  a  fourteen-room  addition  to  our  Elementary  sys- 
tem. Few  other  towns  in  Massachusetts  can  say  the  same.  This  is, 
in  part,  due  to  the  programs  of  maintenance  and  repairs  that 
have  been  approved  by  the  taxpayers  in  past  years.  I  strongly 
urge  that  such  programs  continue  to  receive  support.  Such  ex- 
penditures will  keep  these  so-called  "old  buildings"  in  use  for 
many  years  to  come. 

Many  factors  have  brought  about  the  shortage  of  space  on  the 
secondary  level.  Numbered  among  these  is  the  greater  expectancy 
of  a  child  entering  first  grade  and  completing  High  School  to  go 
on  to  a  higher  level  of  learning.  With  this  comes  the  expansion 
of  courses  necessary  to  equip  the  student  with  the  knowledge  to 
meet  the  requirements  to  enter  these  institutions  of  higher  learn- 
ing. All  this  is  being  considered  by  the  special  study  committee 
and,  I  am  sure,  will  be  part  of  their  recommendations  to  the  town 
on  the  need  for  additional  facilities  on  the  Secondary  level. 

I  cannot  stress  too  strongly  the  importance  of  civic-minded 
citizens  availing  themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  serving  on  their 
School  Committee.  This  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the  most  important 
services  that  a  citizen  can  perform. 

From  our  school  system  each  year  are  graduated  students  who 
will  represent  our  town  for  years  to  come.  Whether  or  not  the 
talents  offered  by  these  students  are  used  in  our  own  locality  or 
in  some  other  town,  city,  state,  or  country,  they  will  have  been 
molded  here.  Your  services  as  a  School  Committee  member  can 
play  an  important  part  in  furnishing  the  proper  tools  and  equip- 
ment for  the  teaching  profession  to  accomplish  the  aims  of  a 
good  school  system. 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  express  my  apprecia- 
tion to  all  members  of  the  school  system  for  their  cooperation 
during  the  past  year,  as  well  as  to  all  other  town  officials  and 
other  members  of  the  School  Committee. 

My  particular  thanks  to  the  budget  sub-committee  members 
who,  over  the  past  number  of  years,  have  spent  many  hours  in 
budget  interviews  and  preparation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  J.  POWERS,  Chairman 

Joseph  Laramie,  Jr. 

Robert  A.  Cade 

William  H.  Kaminsky 

Daniel  Kelleher 

Raymond  A.  Bartlett,  Jr. 

Lucien  P.  Desbien 

Thomas  F.  Ryan 

Chester  J.  Saharceski 

Montague  School  Committee 
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REPOET  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 

To  the  School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Montague: 
Gentlemen: 

I  submit  herewith  my  twenty-seventh  report  as  Superintendent 
of  the  Montague  Public  Schools.  This  is  the  sixty-sixth  in  a  series 
of  such  annual  reports. 

PREFACE 

A  number  of  stirring  challenges  lie  ahead  as  we  move  into  an- 
other year.  School  people  as  well  as  lay  citizens  in  every  part  of 
the  country  are  much  concerned  about  such  things  as  the  finan- 
cial support  of  the  schools,  the  preparation  of  young  people  for 
an  age  of  technology,  keeping  the  schools  responsive  to  the  will  of 
the  peple,  preserving  the  vitality  and  quality  of  education,  keep- 
ing higher  education  open  to  all  qualified  applicants,  making  edu- 
cation a  more  powerful  force  in  maintaining  peace,  and  sustain- 
ing the  high  standard  of  performance  in  the  teaching  profession. 

These  and  a  host  of  other  problems  now  but  dimly  seen  on  the 
horizon  are  focal  points  around  which  educational  policy  in  the 
years  ahead  will  be  formulated.  For  those  of  us  in  administra- 
tion, this  is  a  time  of  year  for  reassessment  and  re-evaluation. 
Through  statistical  analysis  and  observation  we  examine  the 
achievements  of  the  past  and  try  to  develop  policies  and  proced- 
ures that  will  best  serve  our  schools  the  community  and  the  na- 
tional interest. 

FACING  THE  FUTURE 

In  the  span  of  economic  history,  ten  years  represent  a  tiny 
fragment  of  time  but  in  the  decade  just  past  we  have  probably 
seen  more  changes  than  would  ordinarily  take  place  in  an  era.  By 
all  the  indicies  of  education,  a  greater  academic  effectiveness 
and  a  more  purposeful  intellectual  atmosphere  will  have  to  sus- 
tain the  faculty  and  students  if  we  are  to  cope  with  the  world  of 
the  future.  One  no  longer  needs  to  assume  the  role  of  a  nrophet 
to  describe  the  new  age. 

The  first  thing  that  is  evident  is  the  collapse  of  space  and 
time.  When  Andrew  Jackson  was  elected  to  the  Presidency,  he 
could  travel  no  more  rapidly  than  the  pace  of  his  horse.  It  is  only 
a  few  decades  since  Jackson  assumed  that  office  and  now  astro- 
nauts are  circling  the  earth. 

The  revolution  in  geography  is  dramatized  daily  on  the  banks 
of  the  East  River  in  New  York  at  the  home  of  the  United  Nations. 
Gathered  there  are  leaders  from  nearly  all  the  nations  of  the 
world,  some  coming  from  states  accustomed  to  power  and  others 
from  people  just  released  from  bondage. 

This  is  part  of  the  context  of  our  existence  today.  Our  young 
people  are  going  to  have  to  live  and  get  along  with  people  who 
for  centuries  worshipped  Gods  who  were  little  more  than  personi- 
fications of  nature's  forces.  These  people  today  are  participating 
in  one  big  world  forum  and,  together  with  those  who  came  out  of 
chaos  and  from  capitols  we  have  not  yet  learned,  are  helping  to 
vote  resolutions  in  the  making  of  universal  history. 

America  now  has  a  role  that  is  quite  different  from  any  that 
she  ever  experienced.  Our  forefathers  came  to  America  to  leave 
the  old  world  behind.  They  hoped  to  hole  up  behind  the  shores  of 
Plymouth  and  the  new  world  and  work  out  their  own  problems 
while  at  the  same  time  turn  their  backs  on  the  difficulties  of 
other  continents. 

The  mere  mention  of  Cuba  betrays  the  inadequacy  of  such  a 
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philosophy  today.  A  small  island  only  ninety  miles  off  the  United 
States  mainland  may  be  a  threat  to  world  peace  in  a  way  that 
would  have  been  unthinkable  a  decade  ago. 

History  has  caught  up  with  us  and  surrounded  us.  We  are 
learning  that  our  political,  social  and  economic  forms  cannot  be 
enjoyed  in  isolation  any  longer.  Too  many  peoples  from  other 
lands  have  come  to  America  to  participate  in  our  way  of  life. 
Neither  should  we  be  convinced  that  the  dramatic  contest  for  co- 
existence is  between  our  land  and  the  Russians,  because  there  are 
other  undeveloped  peoples  such  as  in  India  and  China,  nations 
which  are  giants  and  will  play  a  dramatic  role  in  world  history. 

In  addition  to  the  space  age,  another  dramatic  event  of  this 
half  of  the  twentieth  century  is  the  revolution  of  the  masses  who 
up  until  now  have  been  mute  and  voiceless.  There  has  been  a 
rapidly  rising  population  and  the  problem  of  satisfying  the  most 
elemental  needs  of  the  human  race.  The  economics  of  this  era  are 
being  vitally  discussed  and  people  all  over  the  world  are  very 
optimistic  about  the  possibilities  that  education  can  bring.  These 
people  believe,  even  as  our  forefathers  did,  that  education  is  an 
instrument  that  will  enable  people  to  escape  tyrannies  and  dicta- 
tors, expose  superstitions  and  eliminate  ignorance,  and  lead  them 
to  a  better  life. 

In  the  next  context  of  existence,  we  find  that  the  new  revolu- 
tion in  science  is  quite  different  from  the  industrial  revolution  of 
the  Eighteenth  Century.  We  all  know  that  this  scientific  revolu- 
tion is  transforming  the  world  much  more  rapidly  than  did  its 
predecessor.  One  great  scientist  has  already  suggested  that  when 
a  new  encyclopedia  be  published  that  it  only  contain  that  knowl- 
edge which  has  been  gained  since  the  beginning  of  the  Twentieth 
Century. 

In  the  final  comment  on  the  existence  of  the  future,  we  should 
mention  those  changes  that  have  taken  place  in  modern  arts  and 
music.  No  longer  is  the  modern  artist's  canvas  covered  with  the 
images  of  color  and  definite  form  that  seem  to  represent  some- 
thing living,  but  rather  there  seems  to  be  emerging  from  the 
daubs  of  paint,  products  that  we  do  not  have  to  recognize.  In  mu- 
sic, we  are  forced  at  times  to  listen  to  behavioral  strains  which 
remind  us  of  tribal  chants. 

So  what  I  am  suggesting  is  the  existence  of  another  frontier. 
All  of  these  factors  must  be  taken  into  consideration  as  we  look 
into  the  future.  The  future  will  belong  to  those  who  resolutely 
move  forward  and  who  do  not  fear  changes,  because  those  who 
fear  the  most  will  accomplish  the  least.  Progress  will  be  measured 
by  the  extent  to  which  we  appreciate  this  new  frontier  and  be- 
come a  part  of  a  generation  of  men  and  women  who  are  willing 
to  move  into  the  future  with  courage  and  faith  and  unafraid  of 
change,  because  history  is  change  and  history  does  not  stand  still. 

The  foundation  and  preparation  to  meet  this  new  frontier  and 
these  new  changes  must  be  furnished  within  our  schools,  and 
while  we  are  aware  of  the  facts,  we  cannot  possibly  meet  them 
all.  It  is  apparent  the  changes  are  in  order. 

ADDITIONAL  KOOM  —  SECONDARY  GRADES 

One  of  our  most  urgent  needs  is  that  of  additional  space  on 
the  secondary  level.  We  will  have  to  provide  adequate  educational 
facilities  for  the  girls  and  boys  of  this  age  group.  The  High 
School  is  now  over-crowded  with  an  enrollment  of  approximately 
650.  All  available  spaces  are  being  utilized,  including  the  Cafe- 
teria and  the  Auditorium.  A  temporary  partition  was  installed  in 
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the  large  study  hall  on  the  third  floor  in  order  to  provide  two  ad- 
ditional classrooms. 

The  School  Committee  accepted  the  invitation  of  the  Select- 
men to  locate  the  administrative  offices  in  the  new  Town  Office 
Building,  with  the  thought  that  such  a  move  would  enable  the 
High  School  Principal's  office  to  be  transferred  to  the  present 
Superintendent's  office  and  thereby  make  available  sufficient 
space  for  a  couple  more  classrooms. 

The  crowded  conditions  are  not  confined  to  the  Senior  High 
School  alone,  because  there  are  some  real  problems  in  the  Junior 
High  School.  As  of  September  1963,  all  available  space  in  the 
Grammar  School  is  being  used  and  conditions  there  are  also  con- 
gested. 

An  estimate  of  the  High  School  enrollm.ents  for  the  next  dozen 
years  would  indicate  that  by  September  1965  there  v/ill  be  over  700 
pupils  in  the  High  School  and  that  from  then  on  we  might  expect 
over  700  pupils  for  a  period  of  nine  or  ten  years.  The  peak  load 
will  probably  be  in  September  1971. 

In  addition  to  classroom-  space,  another  problem^  is  the  real 
need  of  additional  room  for  physical  education  purposes.  The  pres- 
ent locker  rooms  are  inadequate  and  unsanitary.  Storage  space  is 
also  vitally  needed. 

This  problem  will  have  to  be  explored  from  a  number  of  angles 
with  thought  to  construction  of  free-standing  additions  and  also 
with  emphasis  placed  upon  the  study  of  rehabilitation  of  our 
present  structure  with  the  objective  of  taking  those  steps  which 
will  best  serve  Montague's  educational  needs  now  and  for  as  long 
a  period  as  did  our  last  nev/  construction  on  the  secondary  level. 

CUBKICULUM  CHANGES 

Just  as  the  "three  R's"  are  the  essential  elements  of  learning 
in  the  lower  grades,  so  in  the  upper  grades  three  important  ele- 
ments of  learning  revolve  about  the  humanities,  the  social  sci- 
ences and  the  natural  sciences.  When  we  neglect  these  we  de- 
prive the  pupils  of  an  opportunity  of  understanding  the  world  in 
which  they  live,  the  world  of  human  beings,  of  social  orders,  of 
modern  science  and  the  physical  universe.  Fifty  years  ago,  physi- 
cal geography  was  taught  in  nearly  all  the  nation's  schools.  It 
virtually  disappeared  in  order  to  make  room  for  general  science 
and  biology,  and  the  history  of  the  earth,  including  the  study  of 
the  lithosphere,  hydrosphere  and  atmosphere  were  largely  neg- 
lected. 

In  this  day  of  "space  age"  v/e  probably  should  revive  the 
teachings  of  earth  science  on  the  High  Schocl  level  by  substitut- 
ing it  for  the  Freshman  General  Science  course  and  transferring 
the  Freshman  General  Science  to  the  Junior  High  School.  Our 
present  curriculum  includes  General  Science  in  Grades  7,  8  and  9, 
and  probably  there  is  no  reason  why  a  good  basic  content  in  Gen- 
eral Science  should  not  be  adequately  taught  in  a  good  two-year 
program  on  the  Junior  High  level. 

Any  fear  that  younger  students  cannot  cope  with  mathematics 
and  science  must  be  dispelled  for  v/e  will  find  that  thev  have 
greater  capacities  than  v/e  think.  V/e  have  seen  boys  and  girls  of 
the  fifth  and  six  grade  respond  in  such  a  manner  that  to  them 
science  and  mathematics  m.ust  be  exciting,  stimulating  and  of  edu- 
cational value. 

Another  suggestion  that  we  might  re-evaluate  is  our  mathema- 
tics program.  During  the  last  few  years  there  has  been  a  rebirth 
of   the   teaching   of   mathematics.    Although   we   may   not   be    in 
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agreement  with  many  of  the  innovations,  we  must  not  be  afraid 
to  teach,  for  example,  algebra  to  a  certain  group  of  pupils  of  the 
Junior  High  School  age,  because  here  again,  we  shall  find  our 
fears  unjustified  because  many  of  the  present  seventh  and 
eighth  graders  will  prove  to  us  that  First  Year  Algebra  may  not 
be  as  difficult  to  them  as  we  had  supposed. 

In  our  Modern  Language  Department  we  advocate  a  change, 
namely,  that  French  be  offered  in  the  first  year  of  High  School 
with  a  plan  of  having  four  years  of  the  language  instead  of 
three.  Some  pupils  have  been  exposed  to  the  French  lani?uage  for 
the  past  eight  years  while  at  St.  Anne's  School,  and  there  seems 
to  be  no  good  reason  why  these  pupils  should  be  compelled  to 
wait  a  year  after  they  arrive  at  High  School  before  they  resume 
the  study  of  the  language. 

LONGER  SCHOOL  DAY 

In  accordance  with  tradition,  I  am  recommending  a  longer 
school  day  for  Grades  7  through  12.  This  has  been  a  perennial 
advocation,  and  since  I  have  submitted  my  case  in  other  reports, 
I  will  refrain  from  repetition  of  the  arguments  previously  pre- 
sented. 

However,  I  must  make  this  observation.  The  case  for  lengthen- 
ing the  school  day  should  be  considered  an  educational  improve- 
ment in  this  town,  but  on  the  contrary,  it  has  seemed  to  be  a  step 
that  treads  on  too  many  toes.  When  one  considers  that  the  aver- 
age High  School  day  across  the  nation  is  about  six  hours,  perhacs 
we  have  short-changed  our  High  School  students  long  enough. 
Parents  who  are  concerned  about  the  academJc  future  and  success 
of  their  children  should  ponder  this  recommendation  v/ell,  because 
some  day  before  long,  our  graduates  may  be  suffering  with  what 
might  be  diagnosed  as  "academic  anemia,"  but  we  have  a  long 
tradition  of  a  short  High  School  day  and  a  fairly  good  record  at 
college  and,  therefore,  even  though  all  the  world  is  changing,  we 
hear  that  we  do  not  need  to  change.  And  then  we  will  listen  to 
the  proposal  that  now  we  should  wait  until  we  have  more  room 
before  making  the  change.  However,  there  is  another  solution 
which  we  have  not  yet  advocated  and  maybe  it  would  be  in  order. 
If  we  cannot  have  a  longer  school  day,  we  might  have  a  longer 
school  year.  Many  schools  are  now  in  session  for  over  190  days 
in  addition  to  a  much  longer  school  day.  We  are  sure  that  this 
subject  will  come  up  for  discussion  and  vote  again  some  time  in 
1964. 

It  isn't  enough  to  just  write  and  talk  about  new  ideas  in  edu- 
cation— you  need  the  space  in  whch  to  carry  them  out. 

RELOCATION  OF  FENCE 

Again  this  proposal  will  probably  remain  as  unfinished  busi- 
ness on  the  agenda,  because  each  year  there  are  always  additional 
demands  on  the  school  budget  and  action  on  it  is  deferred  until 
a  more  opportune  time,  which  will  never  come  if  we  are  v/aiting 
until  we  have  a  small  school  budget. 

PLANS  FOR  FUTURE  DEVELOPMENT  OF  ATHLETIC  FIELD 

This  is  another  perennial  item.  Annually,  for  a  number  of 
years,  school  officials  have  urged  those  in  supervision  of  our 
athletic  programs  to  submit  some  definite  plans'  for  future  loca- 
tions of  our  athletic  playing  fields.  Although  we  have  had  some 
criticisms  of  the  present  playing  areas  including  comments  on  the 
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location,  type  of  turf  and  grade  of  playing  surfaces,  we  have  had 
very  few  definite  plans  submitted  that  would  be  helpful  in  the  per- 
manent location  for  these  areas.  There  is  one  exception  now,  and 
that  is  that  there  is  a  definite  location  for  the  tennis  courts  which 
were  installed  during  the  past  year. 

APPROVAL  OF  EXPANSION  OF  SPEECH  THERAPY  PROGRAM 

Mrs.  Langevin  is  presently  giving  instruction  two  days  each 
week  to  the  pupils  who  have  speech  defects  and  hearing  losses. 
Because  of  the  number  of  pupils  who  require  attention,  an  in- 
structor has  to  restrict  the  amount  of  time  devoted  to  each  indi- 
vidual so  that  in  most  instances  the  allocation  to  this  therapy  is 
inadequate.  Mrs.  Langevin  should  be  on  duty  three  days  per  week 
and  her  compensation  should  be  commensurate  with  her  ability 
and  experience  in  this  type  of  professional  service. 

FURTHER  EXPLORATION  OF  NEED  FOR  CLASSES  FOR 
EMOTIONALLY  DISTURBED 

During  the  past  year  we  have  had  several  instances  of  cases 
of  students'  problems  as  being  diagnosed  as  that  of  emotional 
disturbance.  We  presume  that  there  have  always  been  emotionally 
disturbed  pupils  in  our  schools  but  now  that  legislation  exists 
that  requires  special  instruction  for  these  pupils,  it  is  apparent 
that  before  long  steps  will  have  to  be  implemented  in  order  to 
meet  the  legal  requirements. 

RELEASED  TIME  FOR  PRINCIPALS 

The  enrollments  of  the  Junior  High  School  and  Hillcrest  School 
are  such  that  the  principals  of  these  units  should  be  relieved  of 
their  teaching  duties  in  order  that  they  might  have  the  time  nec- 
essary for  proper  supervision  and  administration.  The  present 
principals  have  a  full  teaching  load  in  addition  to  the  many  details 
of  the  position  of  coordinator  of  their  respective  buildings.  Con- 
sideration should  also  be  given  to  the  matter  of  partial  release 
from  teaching  duties  in  the  instances  of  the  principals  in  the 
Highland  School  and  the  Montague  Center  School,  where  the  en- 
rollments are  not  so  large  but  nevertheless  the  general  scope  of 
the  principals'  duties  are  relatively  the  same. 

HOW  MANY  STUDENTS  DO  WE  HAVE? 

On  October  1,  1963  we  had  2.156  pupils  in  our  schools  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  following  distribution  by  building  and  grade: 
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HOW  DO  WE  OBTAIN  THE  INFORMATION  THAT  IS  ESSEN- 
TIAL, TO  US  IN  OUR  PREDICTIONS  OF  FUTURE  ENROLL- 
MENTS? 

Each  year  a  tabulation  of  children  residing  in  the  Town  of  Mon- 
tague as  of  October  1  is  taken  by  the  census  enumerators,  ont  of 
whom  is  assigned  the  responsibility  of  each  precinct  in  town. 

The  school  census  as  of  October  1,  1963,  classified  according  to 
tlie  several  age  groups,  was  as  follows: 


Ages  — 5  years  to  6  years  11  months 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Precinct  I 

130 

104 

234 

Precinct  II 

30 

23 

53 

Precinct  III 

26 

21 

47 

186 

148 

334 

Ages  7  years  to  15  years  11  months 

Precinct  I 

553 

543 

1096 

Precinct  II 

114 

114 

228 

Precinct  III 

139 

145 

284 

806  802       1608 

In  addition  to  the  traditional  census  statistics,  census  enumera- 
tors were  requested  to  submit  a  census  of  pre-school  children  with 
the  following  tabulation: 

Ages  4  years  to  4  years  11  months 


Precinct  I 

60 

54 

114 

Precinct  II 

7 

11 

18 

Precinct  III 

11 
78 

20 

85 

31 

163 

Ages  3  years  to  3  years  11  months 

Precinct  I 

61 

46 

107 

Precinct  II 

11 

10 

21 

Precinct  III 

14 

10 

24 

86 

66 

152 

Ages  2  years  to  2  years  11  months 

Precinct  I 

53 

47 

100 

Precinct  II 

12 

7 

19 

Precinct  III 

15 

9 

24 

80 

63 

143 

Ages  1  year  to  1  year  11  months 

Precinct  I 

46 

42 

88 

Precinct  II 

9 

4 

13 

Precinct  III 

12 

8 

20 

67  54         121 

ATTENDANCE  FcEFGET 

220  pupils  had  perfect  attendance  records  for  the  school  year 
September  1962-June  1963.  This  figure  was  in  comparison  with 
the  total  of  249  for  the  previous  year. 
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The  distribution  of  records  was  as  follows: 

Turners  Falls  High  School  77 

Junior  High  School  45 

Hillcrest  School  48 

Central  Street  School  5 

South  End  School  12 

Montague  City  School  4 

Highland  School  13 

Montague  Center  School  16 


220 


The  High  School  and  the  Junior  High  School  were  in  session 
182  days.  The  elementary  schools  had  an  average  of  180  days,  de- 
pendent upon  the  schedule  of  the  parent-teacher  conferences. 

The  second  annual  report  of  Mr.  Matthew  Variest,  Attendance 
Officer  of  the  public  schools,  indicates  that  his  office  was  called 
upon  sixty-three  times  to  investigate  attendance  and  other  related 
problems,  which  resulted  in  about  125  visits  to  homes,  schools  and 
children's  agencies. 

There  were  26  cases  of  truancy  and  several  instances  where 
the  families  were  involved  in  court  action  as  a  result  of  investiga- 
tion. 

WHAT  IS   OUK  PARTICIPATION   IN  THE   FEDERAL   LUNCH 
r? 


Our  four  school  cafeterias  have  served  a  total  of  86,439  lunches 
during  the  past  year.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  lunches 
served  in  the  several  schools: 


Children 

Adults 

Total 

Hillcrest    School 

35,851 

1,541 

37,391 

High  School 

10,646 

193 

10,839 

Highland  School 

17,850 

781 

18,631 

Montague  Center 

School 

18,991 

587 

19,578 

86,439 
The  remaining  school  buildings  do  not  serve  hot  lunches  but 
they  do  offer  milk  at  the  recess  period  and  also  as  a  supplement 
to  the  lunches  which  are  carried  by  the  pupils. 

HOW  IVIANY  TEACHEES  DO  WE  HAVE? 

As  of  September  3,  1963  we  had  a  total  of  eighty-four  teachers. 
The  following  is  a  recapitulation  of  our  classroom  teachers: 

Men    Women    Total 
High  School 
Grammar  School 
Hillcrest  School 
Central  Street  School 
South  End  School 
Montague  City  School 
Highland  School 
Montague  Center  School 
Millers-Montague  Kdg. 
Special  Subjects 

23  61  84 


17 

9 

26 

3 

8 

11 

14 

14 

4 

4 

1 

3 

4 

4 

4 

6 

6 

1 

7 

8 

1 

1 

1 

5 

6 
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DID  WE  HAVE  ANY  CHANGES  IN  PERSONNEL? 
During  the  past  year  we  had  the  following  changes: 

RESIGNATIONS: 

Mrs.  Louisa  Barclay       To  accept  another  position 

Mr.  Paul  D.  Hamel  Left  teaching. 

Mr.  Philip  R.  Zelazo      To  accept  fellowship. 

Mrs.  Monica  Knapp        Change  of  residence. 

Mrs.  Colette  Powers      Left  teaching. 
LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE: 

Mrs.  Lois  Murphy- 
Miss  Helen  McGillicuddy 

Miss  Dale  Benjamin 

RETIREMENT: 

Mrs.  Helen  Reidy 

TRANSFERS: 

Mr.  Joseph  Libby — From  Grade  5  to  Principal,  Montague 

Center. 
Mrs.  Eilleen  Shea — From  Grade  1,  Hillcrest,  to  Grade  1, 

Central  Street. 
Mrs.  Phyllis  Hardy — Back  to  Junior  High  Mathematics 

from  High  School  Commercial  Dept. 

Mr.     William     Steinecke — From    High     School     Social 

Studies  to  High  School  English. 


IN       AFFKECIATION 


HELEN   C.   REIDY 

In  recognition  of  your  twenty-one  years  of  devoted  and  faith- 
ful service  to  the  public  schools  of  this  community,  the  Montague 
School  Committee,  on  behalf  of  the  citizens,  presents  this  token  of 
admiration  and  gratitude.  May  your  years  of  devoted  service 
be  rewarded  by  a  happy  retirement. 

Given  this  15th  day  of  May,  1963. 


NEW  TEACHERS: 

Miss  Nora  Ryan — Grade  7 

Mr.  Paul  Cournoyer — Grade  7 — Varsity  H.S.  Basketball  Coach 
Miss  Marion  Nadeau — High  School  Commercial 
Mrs.  Laurie  Farland — Grade  1  Hillcrest 
Mrs.  Ida  Wright — Grade  1  Montague  Center 
Mrs.   Marilyn  Pike — Grade  2  Montague   Center 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Smith — Special  Education — Montague  Center 
Mrs.  Faith  Duncan — Grade  1  Montague  City 
Mr.  William  Roberts — High  School  Social  Studies 
Mrs.   Marjorie   Slocum — Girls'    Physical   Education — Elemen- 
tary Phys.  Ed. 
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DO  WE  HAVE  ANY  TEACHER  RECRUITMENT  PROBLEMS? 

We  have  encountered  some  difficulties  in  recruiting  teachers 
because  of  a  lower  salary  schedule  than  many  of  our  neighboring 
communities.  However,  this  problem  in  this  community  seems  to 
be  reduced  on  account  of  the  fact  that  we  have  a  goodly  number 
of  local  residents  on  our  teaching  staff,  together  with  the  fact 
that  thirty-seven  of  the  women  teachers  in  our  system  have  a 
"Mrs."  before  their  surnames  and  have  evidently  been  quite  well 
satisfied  with  their  professional  status  and  earning  capacity  in  our 
school  system. 

HOW  WELL  ARE  WE  PAYING  OUR  TEACHERS  AND  WHAT 
SALARY  DO  THEY  START  WITH  AND  HOW  HIGH  MAY 
THEY  GO? 

During  1963  the  salary  schedule  had  the  following  basic  ele- 
ments : 

Masters 
No  Degree    Bachelors     Masters     Plus  30 


Minimum 

$4500 

$4500 

$4800 

$5500 

Maximum 

5750 

5950 

6250 

6500 

(12th  Year) 

Career  Increment 

6025 

S125 

6425 

6675 

(21st  Year) 

(26th  Year) 

6125 

6225 

6525 

6775 

The  salary  schedule  recently  adopted  and  which  will  be  effec- 
tive as  of  September  1964  will  have  the  following  basic  elements: 

Masters 
No  Degree    Bachelors     Masters     Plus  30 


Minimum 

4500 

4700 

5000 

5250 

Maximum 

6250 

6450 

6750 

7000 

(12th  Year) 

Career  Increment 

6425 

S625 

6925 

7175 

(21st  Year) 

(26th  Year) 

6625 

6825 

7125 

7375 

This  salary  schedule  should  compare  favorably  v/ith  those  in 
schools  in  the  area  and  should  enable  Montague  to  attract  and  re- 
tain good  teachers.  However,  as  we  write  this  report,  there  is 
legislation  proposed  to  make  the  legal  minimum  salary  $5,000,  and 
if  this  legislation  is  passed,  then  again  we  will  have  the  perennial 
problem  of  salary  schedule  revisions. 

HOW  MANY  PUPILS  ARE  WE  TRANSPORTING? 

The  School  Committee  was  providing  transportation  to  854 
pupils  as  of  October  1,  1963,  as  follows: 

Percentage 

School                      No.  Transported     Enrollment  Transported 

High   School                               256  642  39% 

Grammar  School                       142  338  i2% 

Hillcrest  School                           88  440  20% 

Montague  City  School               75  107  70% 

Central  Street                               . .  106  — 

Highland  School                          57  172  33% 

Montague  Center  School          111  230  48% 

St.  Anne's  School                        56  138  40% 

South  End  School                       69  121  57% 

854  2294  plus  37% 
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From  the  above  figures  it  is  evident  that  the  School  Commit- 
tee is  affording  transportation  to  over  37%  of  the  total  school  en- 
rollment. In  addition  to  the  above,  the  School  Committee  is  afford- 
ing school  bus  tickets  to  pupils  of  St.  Anne's  School. 

HOW  MUCH  ASE  WE  PAYING  FOK  TKANSPOKTATION? 

During  1983  we  spent  $31,835.64  for  school  transportation.  Dur- 
ing 1963  the  Town  of  Montague  received  $18,409.18  in  reimburse- 
ments, so  that  the  net  cost  to  the  town  for  transportation  was 
$13,426.46. 


We  conduct  two  groups  of  instruction  in  Special  Education 
in  our  schools,  one  at  Hillcrest  and  the  other  at  Montague  Center. 
In  addition  to  these,  we  send  pupils  to  the  Trainable  Class  at 
Greenfield.  We  also  have  professional  services  for  the  emotionally 
disturbed  and  the  culturally  underprivileged.  We  afforded  trans- 
portation to  and  from  school  to  the  physically  handicapped  chil- 
dren and  home  instruction  to  those  pupils  who  are  hospitalized  or 
who  are  required  to  remain  at  home  during  an  extended  period  of 
illness  or  convalescence. 

Pupils  v/ith  hearing  and  speech  defects  are  enrolled  in  our 
classes  of  speech  therapy. 

On  our  secondary  level  we  attempt  to  group  our  pupils  homo- 
geneously so  that  the  superior  students  may  be  offered  opportuni- 
ties to  advance  in  accordance  v/ith  the  varying  degrees  of  ability. 
On  the  High  School  level,  special  sessions  are  conducted  in  ad- 
vanced instruction  by  the  teachers  of  Mathematics  and  English 
and  are  conducted  during  the  afternoons  after  the  regular  class 
dismissals. 

DO  WE  RECEIVE  ANY  ASSISTANCE  FEOM  THE  STATE  FOE 
THESE  EFFOBTS? 

The  General  Laws  Relating  to  Education  require  towns  to 
conduct  these  courses  of  instruction  providing  that  there  are  a 
certain  number  of  pupils  in  town  who  have  qualified  for  such 
instruction.  Pupils  who  are  mentally  retarded,  physically  handi- 
capped, and  who  have  handicaps  in  speech  and  hearing,  are  elig- 
ible to  receive  such  instruction.  V/e  submit  an  annual  report  of 
expenditures  for  these  programs  and  the  Commonwealth  reim- 
burses cities  and  tov/ns  in  the  amount  of  50%  of  the  net  cost  of 
the  programs.  In  1983  the  reimbursement  for  this  program  was 
$9,546.62. 


WHAT  DO  WE  BO  FOS  OUK  PUFILS 
ALLY  MINDED? 

In  the  Annual  Tov/n  Warrant  there  is  an  article  to  appropri- 
ate a  sum  of  money  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  tviition  and 
transportation  of  Montague  pupils  who  are  attending  vocational 
schools  in  other  towns  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Sec- 
tion 46,  Chapter  71  of  the  General  Laws. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  had  pupils  enrolled  at  the  Green- 
field Vocational  School,  Smith  School  in  Northampton  and  the  Mc- 
Cann  Regional-Vocational  School  at  North  Adams.  The  law  places 
no  restriction  upon  the  age  of  the  pupils  and  in  some  instances  we 
have  pupils  v/ho  have  been  out  of  High  School  for  some  time 
apply  for  these  enrollments,  and  if  a  person  is  of  good  character 
and  shows  evidence  of  satisfactory  performance,  then  we  have  to 
approve  the  application.  The  total  cost  of  this  program  last  year 
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was  $6,275.86.  We  overdrew  the  appropriation  because  a  year  ago 
when  v/e  estimated  the  amount  needed,  we  had  no  reason  to  be- 
live  that  we  v/ould  have  the  enrollm.ents  as  described  above.  Here 
again,  the  net  cost  will  be  50%  of  the  actual  expenditures,  because 
one-half  of  the  cost  is  reimbursed  by  the  State. 

WHAT  ABOUT  COURSES  FOE  ADULTS? 

While  we  mentioned  the  vocational  schools  in  the  preceding 
paragraoh,  we  will  record  here  that  several  local  residents  are  at- 
tending courses  in  apprenticeship  plumbing,  welding  and  electrical 
work  in  out-of-town  evening  trade  schools.  These  expenditures  are 
based  upon  an  hourly  rate  and  the  charges  are  deductible  from 
the  same  town  v/arrant  article  as  vocational  schools.  50%  of  these 
expenditures  are  also  reimbursable. 

The  continuation  of  the  State-aided  courses  in  Evening  Practi- 
cal Arts  has  been  popular.  At  present  we  are  conducting  the  fol- 
lowing courses  of  instruction: 

2  Classes  in  Sewing 

2  Classes  in  Upholstery 

1  Class  in  Rug  Braiding 

1  Class  in  W^oodworking 
University  Extension  courses  are  being  conducted  in  Typing 
and  Oil  Painting.  The  University  Extension  course  instructors  are 
paid  by  the  State.  The  Evening  Practical  Arts  instructors  are  paid 
by  the  School  Commjttee  and  the  net  expenditures  are  also  reim- 
bursable as  in  the  seame  am.ount  as  the  day  vocational  schools. 

HOW  ABOUT  OUB  HEALTH  SEE  VICES? 

Our  health  activities  are  in  the  fields  of  mental  and  physical 
health.  Mental,  dental,  psychiatric  and  nursing  services  are  avail- 
able to  our  pupils.  Periodic  checkups  are  a  part  of  the  health 
services  of  the  school.  The  School  Committee  requires  annual 
health  certificates  of  all  employees  and  the  expenses  and  fees  for 
the  examinations  are  paid  for  by  the  School  Committee. 

The  School  Nurse  is  supposed  to  visit  each  classroom  at  least 
once  a  week  and  should  cooperate  with  the  home,  school  physi- 
cians and  health  agencies  in  an  effort  to  maintain  high  standards 
of  health.  She  also  treats  emergencies  with  first  aid  and  is  re- 
sponsible for  testing  the  sight  and  hearing  of  all  pupils,  utilizing 
the  services  of  the  speech  therapist  in  accordance  with  the  direc- 
tions of  the  Department  of  Public  Health. 

MOW  WELL  DO  WE  PAY  OUS  CUSTODIANS? 

A  large  part  of  our  operational  budget  goes  for  custodial  sala- 
ries and  v/ages  and  it  is  in  this  area  that  quality  work  is  neces- 
sary for  good  operation  and  maintenance.  If  custodians  are  going 
to  lose  good  custodians  to  industry  and  other  competitors,  we  have 
to  adjust  their  salaries  frequently  in  order  to  have  their  income 
keep  pace  with  inflation  and  other  cost  of  living  factors. 

bur  minimum  salaries  for  custodians  is  nov/  $3,600  and  the 
maximum  is  $4,200.  As  of  July  1,  1964,  both  of  these  steps  will 
be  increased  by  $100. 

We  are  not  over-staffed  from  a  custodial  factor.  The  median 
school  district  in  the  United  States  has  5.85  custodians  for  every 
1000  students.  Montague's  factor  in  this  respect  is  9  custodians 
for  2,156  pupils,  or  about  4.17  custodians  for  every  1000  students. 

HOW  MUCH  DO  Wm  SFEMD  FOE  MAINTENANCE? 

In  1963  we  SDent  $19,482.39  for  our  maintenance  and  repair 
program,   or   about  $9.04   per   pupil.   The   median  district   in   the 
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United  States  increased  its  expenditure  in  1963  from  $11.80  per 
pupil  to  $12.00.  One-half  of  the  nation's  schools  are  spending 
$15.71  per  pupil,  and  10%  of  them  are  spending  $21.94  per  pupil. 
In  those  school  systems  where  expenditures  are  fairly  high,  the 
quality  of  maintenance  is  also  good  and  the  schools  are  kept  in 
good  repair  without  any  spasmodic  increases  in  maintenance  and 
repair  bills  which  result  from  long  periods  of  neglect. 

WHAT  DO  WE  INCLUDE  UNDER  AUXILIARY  AGENCIES? 

Schools  must  provide  certain  services  that  do  not  directly  add 
to  the  education  of  students,  such  as  transportation,  insurance, 
food  services,  driver  education  and  some  student  activities.  These 
are  termed  "auxiliary"  because  on  the  surface  it  may  be  difficult 
to  prove  that  they  have  a  direct  bearing  on  the  basic  education 
of  children.  These  may  be  defined  as  "auxiliary"  items,  but  try 
dropping  them  from  your  program  and  you  will  soon  discover 
how  integral  a  part  of  the  schools  they  have  become.  For  exam- 
ple, try  dropping  transportation  or  football  or  school  cafeterias, 
and  you  will  discover  that  these  are  almost  universally  accepted 
as  part  of  the  offerings  of  the  school  today. 

During  the  past  several  years,  the  School  Committee  has  allo- 
cated funds  for  the  purchase  of  equipment  and  support  of  our 
musical  organizations  and  athletic  teams.  It  has  also  approved  the 
payment  of  officials'  fees  and  the  transportation  of  teams  and 
groups  to  athletic  contests.  The  1963  Budget  included  an  appro- 
priation of  $8,137.90  for  Physical  Education  and  $1,884.75  for 
Music.  Probably  one-half  of  the  nation's  schools  spend  none  or 
very  little  money  for  student  body  activities,  but  the  Montague 
Committee  believes  that  they  are  an  integral  part  of  the  school 
program  or  they  should  have  no  place  in  the  schools  and  there- 
fore have  accepted  a  philosophy  that  these  activities  are  deserving 
of  public  financial  support. 

CAPITAL  OUTLAY  AND  SCHOOL  DEBT  SERVICES 

As  of  the  present  writing,  the  debt  services  of  the  Montague 
Public  Schools  is  as  follows: 

The  debt  of  the  Montague  Center  School  will  be  paid  off  in  full 
in  1968.  There  is  still  $10,000  on  the  principal  with  interest  in  1963 
of  $787.50.  This  debt  service  is  decreased  in  the  amount  of  about 
$300  a  year. 

The  debt  service  at  the  Hillcrest  School  has  a  principal  of  $30,- 
000  and  will  be  paid  off  in  full  in  1977.  The  interest  this  year  was 
$14,985  and  this  was  a  decrease  of  $1,110  over  the  previous  year. 

WHAT  ARE  WE  DOING  ABOUT  EDUCATION  IN  THRIFT? 

For  a  number  of  years  the  Montague  Public  Schools  have  nar- 
ticipated  in  a  School  Savings  Program  under  the  sponsorship  of 
the  Crocker  Institution  for  Savings.  The  balance  on  December  31, 
1963  was  $111,614.84.  There  are  a  total  of  1879  accounts.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a  tabulation  of  the  program: 

High    School  $47,126.40 

Grammar  School  22,136.39 

Hillcrest   School  18,963.32 

Highland  School  7,113.43 

Montague   Center   School  5,073.93 

Central  Street  School  2,736.09 

Montague  City  School  2,417.44 

South  End  School  3,107.57 

St.  Anne's  School  2,940.27 

$111,614.84 
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MAINTENANCE  AND  EEFAIKS 

Among  the  major   items   of  maintenance   and  repairs   during 
1963  were  the  following: 

Roof  Rer;airs  at  Montague  City,  Highland  School,  Grammar 

School,  High  School,  Central  Street  School,  South  End 

School,  Hillcrest  School. 
Redecoration  in  High  School: 

Room  15 

Room  4 

Boys'  Toilet,  First  Floor 

Northeast  Entry 

Southwest  Entry  and  Stairwell  to  Cafeteria 

Band  Director's  Office 

Entrance  under  Stage 
Redecoration  in  Grammar  School: 

Boys'  Locker  Room 

Girls'  Toilet,  First  Floor 

Corridors  on  first  and  second  floor 

Redecorating  Highland  School  Grade  4  and  Grade  6 
Redecorating  Outside  Window  Sills,  Hillcrest  School 
Redecorating  Front  Hallway,   up  and  down,   Central   Street 

School 
Redecorating  Grade  3  Classroom,  Montague  City  School 
Other  Repairs: 

Refinished  Biology  Tables,  High  School 
Replaced  V/indow  Strips,  First  Floor,  Grammar  School 
Sanded  Floors,  Hallways  and  Teachers'  Room,  Montague  City 
Repaired  Toilet  Tanks,  Montague  City 
Replaced  5  Art  Stone  Window  Hills,  Grammar  School 
Replaced  Furniture  Glides,  South  End  School 
Installed  36  Corex  Desk  Tops,  Rooms  4  and  3,  High  School 
Replaced  25  Bleacher  Boards,  High  School 
Replaced  H^ydraulic  Pump,  High  School  Boiler  Room 
Redecorated  6  Outdoor  Flag  Poles 
New  Wiring  Panel,  Central  Street  School 
Installed  Fluorescent  Lights,  High  School  Cafeteria 
Installed    Additional    Radiation,    Locker    Room,     Grammar 

School 
Replaced  Window  Shades,  Montague  City 
Purchased  25  Folding  Chairs,  Highland  School 
Purchased  6  Arm  Tablet  Chairs,  High  School  Science 
Purchased  30  Units  Classroom  Furniture  for  High  School 

IN   EDUCATION,    AS    IN   EVEKYTHING   ELSE,    DO    YOU   GET 
WHAT  YOU  PAY  FOR? 

Schools  are  a  very  unusual  business.  All  the  people  have 
vested  interests  and  are  stockholders  without  any  financial  re- 
turns. There  is  probably  no  other  business  where  the  directors 
have  to  go  to  the  stockholders  every  year  for  permission  to  add 
money  to  their  budget  in  order  to  hire  extra  help  or  to  purchase 
new  pieces  of  equipment. 

Certainly,  business  corporations  have  obligations  to  their  stock- 
holders, but  never  on  the  basis  of  submitting  a  detailed  budget 
which  is  on  a  voting  basis  for  all  the  stockholders.  Business  ven- 
ture is  easier  to  show.  It  either  pays  a  profit  or  it  does  not,  and 
if  it  pays  off  it  is  successful.  Similar  measurements  are  pretty 
hard  to  come  by  in  our  schools,  and  even  though  they  may  be 
made,  it  takes  so  long  to  prove  that  a  piece  of  instructional  ap- 
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paratus,  a  new  teaching  technique,  or  an  addition  to  the  staff  has 
really  paid  off,  that  appraisals  are  only  academic  at  the  best. 

So  schools  are  a  strange  business  indeed.  They  have  no  way  to 
prove  that  they  are  doing  a  good  job,  and  every  year  they  must 
go  to  the  stockholders  and  ask  for  more  money  in  order  to  try  to 
do  a  better  job  or  at  least  hold  the  line  on  what  they  are  doing. 
You  know  that  the  schools  next  door  have  been  using  a  language 
laboratory  for  several  years,  but  your  system  cannot  afford  one. 
You  know  that  other  systems  in  the  area  have  more  modern 
buildings  and  classrooms  and  are  paying  their  teachers  higher 
salaries  and  that  other  towns  may  have  a  better  ratio  of  admin- 
istrators to  teachers,  and  yet  there  is  no  hard  proof  that  all  of 
these  make  for  better  education.  And  so  you  can  compare  your 
varying  expenditures  with  your  neighbors  and  with  the  State  in 
respect  to  starting  salaries,  administrative  costs,  plant  operation, 
maintenance,  transportation,  and  all  the  other  charges,  and  at- 
tempt to  explain  that  the  additional  costs  must  be  attributed  to 
inflation  and  efforts  at  educational  betterment,  but  there  are  few 
indices  that  enable  us  to  prove  how  these  expenditures  contribute 
to  the  success  or  failure  of  pupils. 

HOW  ^lUCH  DIB  WE  SPEND  ON  OUK  SCHOOLS  LAST  YEAR? 

The  expenditures  of  our  schools  in  1963  were  as  follows: 

(2156  Pupils) 


From  Budget 

Expenditures 

Cost  Per  Pupil 

Administration  and 

General  Control 

$  26,861.36 

$  12.45 

Instruction 

506,283.07 

234.82 

Operation 

72,284.85 

33.56 

Maintenance 

19,239.72 

S.92 

Capital  Outlay 

5,039.63 

2.34 

Auxiliary  Agencies 

58,637.58 

27.14 

Total 

$688,346.21 

$319.23 

From  Special  Articles 

Special  Education 

$1,568.60 

Vocational   Education 

6,275.86 

Total  $7,844.46 

We  might  make  the  comment  that  we  do  not  know  of  any  pri- 
vate school  where  a  boy  or  girl  could  get  an  education  for  a  year 
with  such  expenses  as  transportation,  textbooks,  and  all  other 
educational  supplies,  together  with  laboratory  fees,  student  activ- 
ity fees  and  athletic  fees,  for  about  $320  per  year. 

We  also  should  comment  here  that  we  should  realize  that  the 
existence  of  St.  Anne's  School  in  town  is  probably  saving  some 
money  in  the  total  school  budget.  There  are  138  pupils  in  the  paro- 
chial school  and  if  they  were  in  our  public  schools  it  would  cost 
us,  based  on  the  above  per  capita  rate,  a  minimum  of  over  $44,000, 
not  to  mention  capital  expenditures  that  might  be  needed  to  af- 
ford additional  classroom  facilities.  Actually,  the  per  capita  cost 
would  be  lower  because  there  v/ould  be  more  pupils  and  the  over- 
all expense  would  not  increase  in  proportion  to  the  increase  in 
enrollment  because  many  could  be  absorbed  under  present  facili- 
ties. The  actual  cost  of  St.  Anne's  to  the  town  is  about  $12.00  per 
day  for  transi^ortation  together  with  a  few  school  bus  tickets, 
which  totals  about  $2,500  a  year. 
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HOW  IS  THE  SCHOOL,  DOLLAK  SPENT? 

The  accompanying  graph  illustrates  how  the  school  dollar  was 
spent  during  1963.  It  will  be  noted  that  about  73%  went  for  in- 
struction, and  of  course  that  is  basically  what  we  should  be  pay- 
ing for.  Every  educator  knows  that  it  is  teachers,  not  buildings 
or  equipment,  that  makes  for  good  or  bad  schools.  The  importance 
of  teachers  is  reflected  in  the  percentage  of  the  budget  that  ia 
devoted  to  paying  them,  v/hich  is  usually  about  70%  of  the  budget. 

Although  we  spend  about  13(^  out  of  every  dollar  for  instruc- 
tional purposes,  the  national  median  is  78.4%  for  this  purpose. 
It  should  be  explained  that  not  all  of  the  expense  for  instruction- 
al purposes  goes  for  teachers'  salaries,  because  this  category  in- 
cludes all  those  other  expenditures  charged  off  to  instruction, 
which  includes  principals'  salaries,  principals'  expenses,  textbooks, 
supplies,  school  assemblies,  clerical  salaries,  handwriting,  Audu- 
bon classes,  school  psychiatrist's  fees,  etc. 

Actually  $465,689.83  was  spent  for  teachers'  salaries  and  the 
balance,  namely,  $40,593.24  went  for  the  instructional  items  men- 
tioned above  so  that  Montague  spent  69%  of  its  budget  on  teach- 
ers' salaries. 

As  we  look  at  school  spending  patterns  in  the  nation,  we  find 
that  administration  and  instruction  account  for  more  than  80% 
of  the  expenditures,  while  Montague's  expenditures  in  1963  were 
77%  of  these  two  categories. 


HOW    MUCH    DID    MONTAGUE    RECEIVE    IN    REIMBURSE- 
MENTS DURING  1963  ON  ACCOUNT  OF  ITS  SCHOOLS? 

MONTAGUE  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS 
1963  RECEIPTS 

(According  to  check  with  Town  Treasurer  January  15,  1964) 
FROM  COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 

State  Aid  to  Education,  Chapter  70,  1962  Claim: 

April  26  $32,737.72 

June  3  19,642.63 

October  31  13,095.09 


Total  $  65,475.44 

Transportation.  Chapter  71,  Sec.  7A,  1963  Claim  18,409.18 

Adult  Civic  Education,  March  27,  1963  22.25 

Hillcrest  School  Reimbursement,  1963  Claim, 

May  27,  1963  10,688.71 

Montague  Center  Reimbursement,  1963  Claim 

Dec.  27,  1963  4,651.36 

Special  Classes  Reimbursement,  1963  Claim, 

Nov.  29,  1963  8,041.87 

Evening  Practical  Arts  Classes,    1962  Claim 

Nov.  29,  1963  912.43 

Vocational  School  Transportation,   1962  Claim, 

Nov.  29,  1963  816.88 

Vocational  School  Tuitions,  1962  Claim, 

Nov.  29,  1963  1,364.98 

$110,383.10 


FROM  FEDERAL  SOURCES 

George  Harden  Fund,  Nov.  29,  1963  $400.00 

N.D.E.A      Titles  III  &  V  707.57 


FROM  OTHER  SOURCES 

Non-Resident  Evening  Practical  Arts 

Tuitions  $     205.20 

Non-Resident  Day  Pupils  1,653.68 

Rentals  147.50 

Industrial  Arts  Projects  197.76 

Miscellaneous  4.67 

Gill  Tuition,  January-June,  1963  16,270.24 

Tuition — Div.  of  Child  Guardianship  362.62 
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$1,107.57 


$18,841.67 
RECAPITULATION : 

From  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  $110,383.10 

From  Federal  Sources  1,107.57 

From  Other  Sources  18,841.67 


Total  $130,332.34 

OUTSTANDING  FROM  1963:  (To  collect  in  19664) 

Chapter  70— Claim  of  July  1963  $  69,895.43 

Town  of  Gill— December  billing  of  tuition  11,280.80 

Vocational  School — Tuition  &  Transportation 


$81,176.23 
In    addition    to    the   reimbursements    and    other    receipts,    the 
School  Committee  returned  $11,011.15  as  unexpended  balances  in 
the  1983  budget,  making  a  total  of  $141,343.49. 

DEPABTMENTAL   KEPORTS 

The  teachers  of  special  subjects  and  department  heads  have 
submitted  some  very  comprehensive  reports  of  the  activities  of 
their  particular  sectors  during  the  past  year. 

These  reports  contain  recommendations  and  comments  for  im- 
provement of  the  total  structure  of  our  schools.  Among  them  are 
references  ranging  from  the  Kindergarten  level  to  Grade  12  and 
including  classes  of  Special  Education  and  allied  subjects  as 
health  and  instruction  for  the  handicapped. 

Because  the  coverage  is  too  broad  to  permit  a  complete  report 
in  this  annual  report,  together  with  the  fact  that  many  of  their 
recommendations  will  be  used  in  an  administrative  capacity  in- 
cluding their  requests  and  proposals,  we  are  not  printing  them  or 
including  quotations  therefrom,  but  they  will  receive  the  consid- 
eration of  school  officials  as  designated.  These  reports  have  been 
received  as  follows: 

Mr.  Frederick  Oakes — Head  of  English  Department  &  Au- 
dio-Visual Department 
Mr.  Edward  Bourdeau — Head  of  Mathematics  Department 
Miss  Olive  Little — Head  of  Commercial  Department 
Miss  Louise  Clark — Head  of  Foreign  Language  Department 
Mr.  Charles  Galvin — Head  of  Science  Department 
Miss  Florence  Argy — Vocal  Music  Program 


36 

Mr.  Clifton  Symonds — Instrumental  Music  and  Band 
Miss   Mery   O'Brien — Art   Department 
Miss  Alice  Reum — Home  Economics 
Mr.  Richard  Kossakoski — Industrial  Arts 
Mrs.  Ruth  Cohen — High  School  Library 
Mr.  Harold  Fugere — Driver  Education 
Mrs.  Beda  Langevin — Speech  Therapy 
Miss  Mollie  Stratton — Hillcrest  Kindergarten 
Mrs.  Rose  Murphy — South  End  Kindergarten 
Miss  Paula  Pilkington — Highland  &  Montague  Center  Kin- 
dergartens 
Miss  Marian  Cowan— Special  Class — Hillcrest 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Smith — Special  Class — Montague  Center 

CONCLUSION 

When  the  tortoise  beat  the  hare  in  the  fable's  famous  race,  it 
was  not  because  he  had  superior  ability  as  a  runner,  but  his  ad- 
vantage lay  strictly  in  the  way  he  plugged  along  doing  the  best 
he  could. 

By  the  same  token  Montague,  though  lacking  in  financial  at- 
tributes compared  to  many  other  communities,  has  overcome 
financial  handicaps  through  effort  and  through  the  desire  of  the 
taxpayers  to  dig  deeper  in  their  pockets  in  order  to  spend  money 
for  education.  Montague  has  found  it  possible  to  strain  a  little  bit 
more  in  order  to  provide  a  good  education  for  its  children.  A  town 
populated  by  wealthy  people  is  expected  to  spend  more  on  educa- 
tion than  one  with  less  money,  but  there  is  a  difference  between 
actual  expenditures  for  education  and  financial  effort.  Almost  all 
of  our  local  income  is  raised  by  taxing  property  and  the  relation- 
ship between  what  is  available  and  what  is  actually  raised  shows 
a  very  good  index  of  local  effort. 

Thus  I  acknowledge  the  fact  that  Montague  values  education 
and  is  avv^are  that  attitudes  and  not  wealth  determine  how  much 
is  spent  for  education.  And  finally,  v/hen  we  come  right  down  to 
it,  is  not  good  teaching  something  that  comes  from  within  and  not 
from  the  dollars  spent,  and  dedicated  teachers  and  personnel  make 
the  real  difference  between  quality  education  and  one  that  is  the 
run-of-the-mill  type. 

In  my  final  paragraph  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  those 
organizations  and  individuals  who  have  contributed  toward  the 
welfare  of  our  schools.  I  acknowledge  the  many  hours  spent  by 
the  School  Committee  members  in  discussing  and  determining 
school  policies.  The  heads  of  your  municipal  departments  have 
been  very  cooperative,  and  to  them  we  express  our  appreciation. 
Teachers,  custodians  and  other  staff  members  have  cooperated  in 
an  effort  to  help  us  maintain  our  educational  standards.  And  fin- 
ally, we  recognize  the  efficiency  and  loyalty  of  Miss  Catherine 
Kelley  and  Mrs.  Irja  Haynes  in  maintaining  good  public  relations 
and  for  their  efficient  secretarial  service.  I  also  acknowledge  the 
assistance  of  Mr.  James  Humphrey  in  the  performance  of  his 
duties.  He  has  devoted  considerable  time  and  effort,  and  in  a  few 
years  his  experience  will  be  very  valuable  to  the  administration. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ARTHUR  E.  BURKE 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
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EEPOBT  OF  THE  HIGH  SCHOOL  PRINCIPAL 

TUBNEBS  FALLS  HIGH  SCHOOL 
1963 

I  am  submitting  my  twenty-seventh  report  as  Principal  of  the 
Turners  Falls  High  School  for  the  year  1963. 

On  September  4th,  the  largest  number  of  pupils  in  our  history, 
637,  entered  our  doors. 

In  September  of  this  year,  637  pupils  were  distributed  as  fol- 
lows: 


Class 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Freshmen 
Sophomores 
Juniors 
Seniors 

67 
98 
81 
69 

315 

96 
79 
86 
61 

322 

163 
177 
167 
130 

637 

Geographical 

Distribution  of  Students — Oct. 

1 

Sr. 

Jr. 

Soph. 

Fresh. 

Total 

Turners  Falls 
Millers  Falls 
Montague  Center 
Riverside  and  Gill 
Montague  City 
Northfield 
Lake  Pleasant 
Greenfield 

68 
18 
24 
12 
6 

1 
1 

81 

21 

21 

27 

8 

1 

7 

1 

99 
20 
17 
23 
12 

5 

1 

90 
13 
23 
16 
10 

11 

338 
72 
85 
78 
36 
1 
24 
3 

130 

167 

177 

163 

637 

ENROLLMENT  BY  SUBJECTS 

English  Department 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

English  I 
English  II 
English  III 
English  IV 

67 
98 
81 
69 

315 

96 

79 
86 
61 

322 

163 
177 
167 
130 

537 

Foreign  Language  Department 

French  I 
French  II 
French  III 

44 

18 

9 

50 

40 

5 

94 

58 
14 

Latin  I 
Latin  II 
Latin  III 

71 
31 
26 

95 

47 
33 
10 

166 
78 
59 
10 

Spanish  I 
Spanish  II 

57 
32 
17 

90 
35 
19 

147 
67 
36 

49 


54 


103 
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Mathemntics  Department 


Elementary    Algebra 

69 

58 

127 

Intermediate  Algebra 

71 

48 

119 

Plane  Geometry 

37 

44 

81 

Review   Mathematics 

21 

12 

33 

Commercial  Arithmetic 

6 

48 

54 

Applied  Mathematics 

15 

15 

204 

225 

429 

Social  Science  Department 

United  States  History 

69 

61 

130 

Medieval  &  Modern  History 

46 

36 

82 

Government 

99 

81 

180 

Ancient  History 

51 

71 

122 

Social  Science 

25 

10 

35 

290 

259 

549 

Science  Department 

General  Science 

43 

47 

90 

College  Physics 

25 

12 

37 

College  Chemistry 

30 

39 

69 

Practical  Chemistry 

32 

2 

34 

Practical  Physics 

27 

3 

30 

Biology 

89 

58 

147 

246 

161 

407 

Commercial  Department 

t 

Stenography  I 

1 

48 

49 

Stenography  II 

2 

28 

30 

Type  I 

36 

69 

105 

Type  II 

2 

29 

31 

Bookkeeping  I 

21 

47 

68 

Bookkeeping  II 

6 

35 

41 

Advanced  Bookkeeping  &  Sales 

24 

24 

Commercial  Geography  &  Law 

25 

27 

52 

Commercial  Arithmetic 

6 

48 

54 

Business  Training 

15 

15 

114 

355 

469 

Home  Economics 

Sewing — Cooking 

43 

43 

Industrial  Arts 

Manual  Training 

17 

17 

Advanced  Shop 

25 

25 

Mechanical  Drawing 

24 

24 

66 

66 

Art  Department 

Freehand  Drawing 

189 

96 

285 

Art  Appreciation 

63 

51 

114 

252 

147 

399 

Physical  Education  Department 

Boys'  Physical  Education 

301 

301 

Girls'  Physical  Education 

300 

300 

601 
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Driver 

'  Education 

Classes 

Music 

22 
Department 

53 

75 

Boys'  Glee  Club 

39 

39 

Girls'  Glee  Club 

66 

66 

Turnaires 

6 

10 

16 

Music  Appreciation 

66 

97 

163 

Band 

12 

23 

35 

Swingsters 

6 

12 

18 

Majorettes 

16 

16 

Color  Guard 

6 

6 

129 

230 

359 

GRADUATES  ATTENDEVG  HIGHER  INSTITUTIONS 

OF  LEARNING 

During  the  past  year  more  than  40%  of  our  students  were  ac- 
cepted by  schools  of  higher  learning. 

All  students  took  the  S.A.T.  College  Board  and  Achievement 
examinations. 


Amherst  College 

United  States  Naval  Academy 

Mt.  Holyoke  College 

Wesleyan   University 

Pembroke  College 

American  International  College 

Sienna  College 

University  of  Massachusetts 

Skidmore  College 

Holy  Cross  College 

Boston  College 

University  of  Southern  Cali- 
fornia 

Stockbridge 

Anna  Maria  College 

University  of  Notre  Dame 

Notre  Dame  College 

Greenfield  Community  College 

Milwaukee  School  of  Engineer- 
ing 

Clark    University 

Monmonth  College 

Michigan  College 

University  of  Connecticut 

University  of  Rhode  Island 

Elon  College 


Northampton  Commercial  Col- 
lege 

Springfield  College 

Fitchburg  State  College 

Westfield  State  Teachers  College 

North  Adams  State  College 

Framingham  State  College 

Massachusetts  College  of  Phar- 
macy 

Catholic  University  of  America 

Trinity  College 

Northeastern  University 

Boston  University 

St.  Olaf's  College 

Fairfield  University 

Gordon  College 

Oklahoma  College  for  Women 

Bridgewater  State  College 

Our  Lady  of  the  Elms 

Emmanuel  College 

Providence  College 

Keene  Teachers  College 

Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute 

Central  Technical  Institute 

Syracuse  University 

Stockbridge  University 

Wentworth  Institute 

Plymouth  Teachers  College 


Hospital  Training  Schools 


Mary  Hitchcock  Memorial 

Hospital 
St.  Francis  Hospital 
Franklin  County  Public  Hospital 
Providence  Hospital 


Worcester  City  Hospital 
Burbank  Hospital 
Lowell  Hospital 
Boston  City  Hospital 
St.  Margaret's  Hospital 
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STUBENT  ACTIVITIES 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  in  some  schools  there  has  been  a  de- 
emphasizing  of  extra-curricular  activities  since  the  advent  of 
"Sputnik"  because  of  the  classroom  demands  made  by  teachers, 
we  have  been  successful  in  continuing  our  normal  activity  pro- 
gram even  though  we  have  been  conducting  advanced  classes  in 
several  subjects  after  school. 

Dramatics — The  Class  of  1963  presented  the  three-act  play, 
"Mrs.  McThing,"  for  tv\^o  performances  under  Mr.  Donovan's  di- 
rection. 

During  the  year,  several  one-act  plays  were  presented  as  part 
of  our  student  assembly  program. 

The  class  of  1964  presented  its  Junior  Prize  Speaking  also  un- 
der Mr.  Donovan's  direction. 

The  one-act  play,  "Apollo  of  Bellac,"  was  entered  in  competition 
in  the  Western  Massachusetts  Drama  Festival. 

Music  —  A  combined  concert  with  Hopl^ins  Academy  Musical 
Clubs  was  one  of  the  highlights  of  the  holiday  season  and  was 
directed  by  Miss  Argy. 

A  Broadway  m.usical,  "Annie  Get  Your  Gun,"  played  to  capa- 
city audiences  on  tvv'o  nights.  Miss  Argy,  Mr.  Symonds,  Mr.  Dono- 
van, Miss  O'Brien  and  Mr.  Kossakoski  directed  various  aspects  of 
this  production  of  80  students. 

Journalism  —  A  fine  anthology  of  student  writings  under  the 
title  of  "Alter  Ego,"  received  much  commendation  for  the  excel- 
lence of  the  work  of  the  staff. 

The  class  of  1963  compiled  a  fine  yearbook  and  the  Netop  was 
distributed  at  intervals  during  the  year. 

The  same  group  cooperated  with  the  Greenfield  Recorder  Ga- 
zette by  helping  to  produce  the  "Teen  Scene"  page  each  Monday. 

CLUB  ACTIVITIES 

The  Camera,  French,  Home  Economics,  Commercial  and  Chess 
Clubs  met  regularly.  The  Home  Economics  Club,  as  usual,  pre- 
pared two  athletic  dinners  and  sold  refreshments  at  the  football 
games. 

Magazine  Project:  As  a  result  of  a  fine  effort  on  the  part  of  the 
entire  student  body,  the  proceeds  from  this  project  enabled  us  to 
present  four  scholarships  at  graduation  in  addition  to  giving  real 
financial  assistance  to  one  student  activity  fund. 

HIGH  SCHOOI.  FACILITIES 

In  my  report  of  a  year  ago,  I  pointed  out  some  of  the  space 
problems  we  would  face  in  the  light  of  increased  enrollment. 
We  have  reached  that  point  nov/  and  as  our  enrollment  climbs, 
we  will  soon  reach  a  situation  where  some  action  must  be  taken 
as  soon  as  possible. 

At  this  writing,  every  room  is  filled  to  capacity  and  every 
room  is  in  use  six  periods  each  day.  Study  halls  and  classes  are 
held  in  the  auditorium  and  cafeteria  and  our  library  study  hall  is 
taxed  to  the  point  where  our  ordinary  library  functions  are  cur- 
tailed. 

Many  classes  are  too  large  for  good  teaching  situations  and  the 
problem  will  get  worse  rather  than  im.prove  especially  since  our 
student  population  v/ill  reach  750  pupils  within  a  short  period  of 
time. 

For  the  first  time  since  the  auditorium  was  constructed,  we 
are  now  seating  pupils  in  the  balcony  at  assemblies. 

The  physical  education  classes  are  so  large  that  it  is  difficult 
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to  carry  on  a  real  program  or  to  permit  students  to  take  full  ad- 
vantage of  the  shower  facilities. 

The  solution,  of  course,  is  additional  classrooms  if  we  are  to 
carry  on  the  standards  we  have  tried  to  maintain  for  so  many 
years.  Not  only  do  we  need  classrooms  but  we  need  improved 
shower  rooms,  a  cafeteria  that  will  adequately  accommodate  1000 
students  in  the  High  and  Grammar  schools,  new  biology  rooms, 
a  room  for  a  language  laboratory,  rooms  for  an  expanded  business 
department  ,a  first  aid  room  and  a  teachers'  room  to  accommo- 
date the  needs  of  some  twenty-six  teachers.  These  are  imperative 
needs  if  we  are  to  provide  the  ordinary  functions  of  a  modern 
high  school. 

The  present  building  and  the  addition  served  us  well  until  our 
enrollment  reached  550  students  but  since  then,  we  have  been 
forced  to  use  science  laboratories  for  home  rooms  and  find  space 
for  study  pupils  in  any  available  area  in  the  building. 

It  is  my  hope  that  some  action  to  relieve  this  congestion  will 
be  taken  soon  if  we  are  to  continue  the  training  with  which  to 
compete  with  other  students  in  a  world  where  educational  stand- 
ards are  constantly  being  raised. 

I  repeat  that  v/e  have  a  fine  student  body  and  one  that  has 
pride  in  its  community,  school  and  teachers.  They  are  a  precious 
commodity  and  we  should  make  every  effort  to  give  them  the 
tools  they  need  to  become  good  citizens. 

GUIDANCE 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  Guidance  Council  consisting  of 
seven  counselors  has  been  doing  a  conscientious  job  and  is  devot- 
ing much  time  to  the  educational  and  social  direction  of  our  stu- 
dents. 

Many  parents  are  of  the  opinion  that  Guidance  is  only  con- 
cerned with  educational  objectives  and  do  not  realize  that  the 
counselors  handle  many  social  and  emotional  problems  which 
come  to  their  attention. 

Often  students  have  a  social  or  health  problem  which  they  are 
unable  to  cope  with  and  wish  to  have  the  help  of  Guidance  person- 
nel. Some  of  these  problems  are  due  to  the  pressure  of  studies, 
home  situations  or  the  insistence  of  parents  that  they  achieve 
outstanding  grades  when  the  student  does  not  have  the  capacity 
for  such  grades. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  there  are  always  the  problems  which 
appear  in  a  group  of  high  school  age  and  it  is  here  that  the  sym- 
pathetic counselor  is  of  great  assistance. 

As  usual,  we  continued  our  regular  testing  program  of  educa- 
tional and  aptitude  potential  and  an  increasing  number  of  stu- 
dents took  college  board  and  Merit  Scholarship  examinations. 

CONCLUSION 

I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  many  people  and  or- 
ganizations which  have  helped  us  in  many  ways  during  the  past 
year. 

We  are  grateful  for  the  response  of  our  citizens  to  our  maga- 
zine project,  our  athletic  contests  and  our  musical  and  dramatic 
presentations. 

The  scholarships  sponsored  by  several  classes  and  local  organi- 
zations have  given  material  assistance  to  our  graduates  and  the 
many  awards  have  acted  as  incentives  to  our  pupils. 

The  various  town  agencies,  police,  street  and  town  offices  have 
been  very  helpful  and  have  been  ready  to  assist  at  all  times. 
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Finally,  I  am  grateful  for  the  cooperation  of  a  loyal  corp  of 
teachers  and  your  continued  interest  and  assistance  in  the  work 
of  secondary  education. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  T.  WRIGHTSON 


ATHT.FTIC  DEPARTMENT 

1963  FootbaU  Results 

Turners  Falls 

16 

Holyoke  Catholic 

14 

Turners  Falls 

18 

Athol 

6 

Turners  Falls 

0 

Waconoh  Reg. 

14 

Turners  Falls 

14 

^ 

Adams 

14 

Turners  Falls 

0 

Gardner 

28 

Turners  Falls 

0 

Drury 

7 

Turners  Falls 

8 

Northampton 

22 

Turners  Falls 

8 

Westfield 

20 

Turners  Falls 

20 
84 

Won 
Tied 
Lost 

2 

1 
6 

Greenfield 

40 
165 

1963  Track  Results 

Turners  Falls  vs.  Cathedral  Lost 

Turners  Falls  vs.  South  Hadley  Won 

Turners  Falls  vs.  Frontier  &  Greenfield  Second 

Turners  Falls  vs.  Valley  League  Second 

Turners  Falls  vs.  Western  Mass.  Fourth 

Turners  Falls  vs.  Franklin  County  Fair  First 

Turners  Falls  vs.  County  (Spring)  First 

Turners  Falls  vs.  Drury  Won 

Turners  Falls  vs.  Athol  Won 

Turners  Falls  vs.  West  Springfield  &  Longmeadow  Second 

Turners  Falls  vs.  State  First  place  in  Pole  Vault 

New  England  Meet  Sixth  place  in  Pole  Vault 

JOHN  F.  BASSETT, 

Coach 


Varsity  Basketball  1962-1963 


Turners    Falls 

62 

Turners  Falls 

50 

Turners  Falls 

58 

Turners  Falls 

47 

Turners  Falls 

53 

Turners  Falls 

58 

Turners  Falls 

31 

Turners  Falls 

39 

Turners  Falls 

36 

Turners  Falls 

61 

Turners  Falls 

54 

Turners  Falls 

57 

Turners  Falls 

40 

Turners  Falls 

35 

Turners  Falls 

51 

Turners  Falls 

63 

Mahar 
Hopkins  Academy 
Frontier 
Mahar 

Smith  Academy 
Arms  Academy 
Chicopee 
Northampton 
West  Springfield 
Westfield 
Holyoke  Catholic 
Holyoke 
Greenfield 
Chicopee 
Northampton 
West  Springfield 


46 
52 

40 
61 
48 
41 
65 
77 
43 
49 
50 
56 
42 
51 
48 
68 
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Turners  Falls 
Turners  Falls 
Turners  Falls 
Turners  Falls 

50 
46 
63 
62 

Westfield 
Holyoke  Catholic 
Holyoke 
Greenfield 
Won  10— Lost  10 

FRED  J. 


45 
60 
69 
50 


KENNEY, 

Coach 


Varsity  BasebaU  1963 


Turners  Falls 

3 

Turners  Falls 

8 

Turners  Falls 

10 

Turners  Falls 

4 

Turners  Falls 

5 

Turners  Falls 

5 

Turners  Falls 

4 

Turners  Falls 

10 

Turners  Falls 

5 

Turners  Falls 

0 

Turners  Falls 

7 

Turners  Falls 

3 

Turners  Falls 

6 

Turners  Falls 

0 

Turners  Falls 

12 

Turners  Falls 

7 

Turners  Falls 

6 

Turners  Falls 

22 

Turners  Falls 

10 

Arms  Academy  4 

Chicopee  11 

Northampton  1 

West  Springfield  14 

Mahar  3 

Westfield  7 

Holyoke  Catholic  6 

Holyoke  5 

Greenfield  12 

Chicopee  4 

St.  Michael's  0 

Northampton  5 

West  Springfield  7 

Westfield  6 

Holyoke  Catholic  6 

Holyoke  4 

St.  Michael's  0 

Mahar  9 

Greenfield  13 


Won  8— Lost  11 


FRED  P. 


KENNEY, 

Coach 


Granunar  School  Basketball 


Turners  Falls        26                                     Smith  Academy  44 

Turners  Falls        51                                     Frontier  35 

Turners  Falls        56                                     Arms  36 

Turners  Falls        22                                     Greenfield  33 

Turners  Falls        32                                     Eaglebrook  15 

Turners  Falls        33                                     Athol  40 

Turners  Falls        58                                    Frontier  35 

Turners  Falls        41                                     Deerfield  Academy  32 

Turners  Falls        31                                     Eaglebrook  12 

Turners  Falls        34                                     Mahar  16 

Turners  Falls        25                                     Greenfield  44 

Turners  Falls        46                                     Smith  Academy  59 

Turners  Falls        35                                     Athol  28 

Turners  Falls        34                                     Deerfield  Academy  28 

Mahar    (2nd)    Cancelled 

Arms  (1st)       Cancelled 
Won  9— Lost  5 

Grammar  School  Baseball 

Won  9— Lost  9 

PHILIP  R.  ZELAZO, 

Coach 


44 


J.V.  BasebaU  1963 


Turners 

Falls 

8 

Mahar 

0 

Turners 

Falls 

4 

Chicopee 

13 

Turners 

Falls 

6 

West  Springfield 

7 

Turners 

Falls 

4 

Westfield 

6 

Turners 

Falls 

6 

Northampton 

3 

Turners 

Falls 

2 

Holyoke 

7 

Turners 

Falls 

4 

Frontier 

0 

Turners 

Falls 

7 

Greenfield 

3 

Turners 

Falls 

1 

Chicopee 

11 

Turners 

Falls 

3 

Northampton 

0 

Turners 

Falls 

0 

West  Springfield 

2 

Turners  Falls 

2 

Westfield 

4 

Turners 

Falls 

2 

Frontier 

4 

Turners 

Falls 

1 

Holyoke 

7 

Turners 

Falls 

13 

Greenfield 

11 

Turners 

Falls 

3 

Mahar 
Won  5— Lost  11 

EDWARD  BOURDEAU, 

6 

Coach 

Freshman  Football 

Turners 

Falls 

16 

Northampton 

0 

Turners 

Falls 

16 

Northampton 

2 

Turners 

Falls 

6 

Deerfield  Academy 

18 

Turners 

Falls 

6 

Mahar 

14 

Turners 

Falls 

0 

Arms 

30 

Turners 

Falls 

38 

Amherst 

0 

Turners 

Falls 

14 

Athol 

12 

Turners 

Falls 

14 

Greenfield 

6 

Total 

110 

Won  5— Lost  3 

HENRY  A.  KOZLOSKI, 

82 

Coach 

Freshman  Basketball 

Turners 

Falls 

45 

Arms 

50 

Turners 

Falls 

36 

Brattleboro 

34 

Turners 

Falls 

40 

Brattleboro 

30 

Turners 

Falls 

36 

Greenfield 

25 

Turners 

Falls 

40 

Eaglebrook 

29 

Turners 

Falls 

34 

Mt.  Hermon 

35 

Turners 

Falls 

52 

Eaglebrook 

41 

Turners 

Falls 

44 

Deerfield 

33 

Turners 

Falls 

36 

Deerfield 

37 

Turners 

Falls 

45 

Mahar 

36 

Turners 

Falls 

49 

Greenfield 

44 

Turners 

Falls 

51 

Mahar 

38 

Turners 

Falls 

67 

Mt.  Hermon 

53 

Total 


Turners  Falls 
Turners  Falls 


575  485 

Won  10— Lost  3 

HENRY  A.  KOZLOSKI, 

Coach 
Freshman  Baseball  1963 
3  Greenfield  0 

3  Greenfield  5 
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Turners  Falls 

8 

Amherst 

5 

Turners  Falls 

15 

Amherst 

3 

Turners  Falls 

9 

Arms 

9 

Turners  Falls 

2 

Deerfield  Academy 

4 

Turners  Falls 

3 

Arms 

12 

Turners  Falls 

4 

Deerfield  Academy 

2 

Turners  Falls 

3 

Greenfield 

6 

Turners  Falls 

2 

Greenfield 
Won  4— Lost  5    Tied  1 

HENRY  A.  KOZLOSKI, 

4 

Coach 

< 

I.V.  BasketbaU  1962-1963 

Turners  Falls 

54 

Mahar 

36 

Turners  Falls 

42 

Hopkins 

34 

Turners  Falls 

54 

Frontier 

51 

Turners  Falls 

52 

Mahar 

30 

Turners  Falls 

40 

Chicopee 

44 

Turners  Falls 

45 

Northampton 

46 

Turners  Falls 

41 

West  Springfield 

62 

Turners  Falls 

68 

Westfield 

54 

Turners  Falls 

58 

Holyoke  Catholic 

65 

Turners  Falls 

52 

Holyoke 

54 

Turners  Falls 

44 

Greenfield 

35 

Turners  Falls 

51 

Chicopee 

68 

Turners  Falls 

61 

Northampton 

58 

Turners  Falls 

56 

West  Springfield 

54 

Turners  Falls 

55 

Westfield 

42 

Turners  Falls 

58 

Holyoke  Catholic 

70 

Turners  Falls 

34 

Holyoke 

71 

Turners  Falls 

49 

Greenfield 

46 

Won  10— Lost  8 

GEORGE  BUSH, 

Coach 
Tennis  1963 

The  Turners  Falls  High  School  Tennis  Team  completed  its 
season  by  defending  its  Valley  League  championship  successfully. 
The  team  won  its  third  Valley  League  championship  in  the  past 
four  years.  The  scores  were  as  follows: 


Turners  Falls 

4 

Chicopee 

2 

Turners  Falls 

3 

Northampton 

2 

Turners  Falls 

4 

West  Springfield 

2 

Turners  Falls 

1 

Westfield 

5 

Turners  Falls 

4 

Greenfield 

2 

Turners  Falls 

5 

Chicopee 

1 

Turners  Falls 

5 

Northampton 

1 

Turners  Falls 

4 

West  Springfield 

0 

Turners  Falls 

4 

Westfield 

0 

Turners  Falls 

5 

Holyoke 

1 

Turners  Falls 

4 

Greenfield 

2 

Turners  Falls 

5 

Holyoke 

1 

Won  11 

—Lost  1 

The  following  boys 

made 

up 

the  Varsity  squad:  Gary 

Simons, 

co-capt.,  Paul  Sicard,  co-capt., 

,  Raymond  Welsh,  John  Pond, 

.  Jordan 

Cohen  and  James 

5  Frigon. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


GEORGE  BUSH, 

Tennis  Coach 
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ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS— HIGH  SCHOOL  GIELS 

PHYSICAL  EDUCATION 
I  submit  my  first  annual  report  as  Supervisor  of  Physical  Edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  of  the  Town  of  Montague.  This  report 
covers  the  period  April  1-December  31,  1963. 

Girls'  Softball  was  inaugurated  as  a  sport  on  the  High  School 
level  and  in  the  Junior  High  School.  Volley  Ball  also  proved  to  be 
a  very  popular  team  sport,  and  of  course  Varsity  Basketball  has 
always  been  considered  a  major  sport  in  the  girls'  athletic  pro- 
gram. 

Our  girls  are  competing  against  other  schools  where  physical 
education  classes  are  required  tv/ice  a  week  in  addition  to  extra 
practice  sessions.  I  feel  that  the  Turners  Falls  physical  educa- 
tion program  should  be  improved  and  I  have  submitted  a  number 
of  recommendations  which  I  hope  will  be  approved  for  inclusion  in 
my  future  program. 

Among  my  recommendations  is  the  consideration  of  additional 
supervision  for  the  girls'  physical  education  program  and  for  the 
secondary  school  girls'  program.  One  person  finds  it  very  difficult 
to  assume  the  total  responsibility  of  the  present  program. 

My  most  sincere  appreciation  goes  to  the  many  teachers  in  the 
system  who  have  cooperated  so  willingly  with  the  program.  I  have 
truly  enjoyed  my  work  in  spite  of  the  inconveniences. 

Very  respectfully, 

(MRS.)  MARJORIE  E.  SLOCUM 


BOYS'  PHYSICAL  EDUCATION 
The  boys'  Physical  Education  program  is  directed  by  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Roberts  and  Mr.  Harold  Fugere.  Classes  meet  tv/ice  weekly. 
Activities  consist  of  touch  football,  soccer,  volleyball,  basketball, 
calisthenics,  medicine  ball,  rope  climb,  tumbling,  chin  up  bars,  par- 
allel bars,  obstacle  course.  Also  included  is  a  physical  fitness  test, 
patterned  after  the  military  which  is  given  twice  yearly. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

HAROLD   R.   FUGERE, 

Instructor 


MEDICAL  —  HEALTH 
KEPOKTS   OF   SCHOOL   PHYSICIANS 

Mr.  Arthur  E.  Burke 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
Turners  Falls,  Mass. 

Dear  Mr.  Burke: 

The  pupils  at  the  Montague  Center  School  were  examined 
in  October  and  November.  With  the  help  of  Miss  Purrington  and 
some  of  the  older  pupils,  the  pupils  were  given  a  complete  indi- 
vidual examination. 

There  were  no  serious  diseases  found.  The  usual  defects  such 
as  tonsils  (diseased),  dental  caries,  and  sometimes  improper  hy- 
giene, were  found.  Most  of  the  defects  found  in  the  examination 
last  year  had  been  treated  and  the  children  improved. 

I  wish  to  thank  Miss  Euphrasia  Purrington,  the  pupils  and 
teachers,  for  their  cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

WARREN  D.  THOMAS,  M.D. 
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Mr.  Arthur  E.  Burke 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
Turners  Falls,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir: 

The  annual  physical  examinations  of  the  pupils  of  the  High- 
land School  were  done  during  the  early  part  of  the  school  year. 
In  general  the  physical  condition  of  the  children  was  excellent. 

The  school  building  and  facilities,  including  the  cafeteria,  are 
maintained  in  a  clean  and  sanitary  condition. 

It  has  been  noted  that  there  has  been  considerable  difficulty 
maintaining  a  reasonably  even  temperature  in  the  various  school 
rooms.  Sometimes  it  is  uncomfortably  warm  and  sometimes  cool. 
I  believe  that  this  contributes  to  the  incidence  of  upper  respira- 
tory infections. 

I  recommend  that  this  be  investigated  to  see  if  it  could  be  cor- 
rected, by  using  individual  room  thermostats,  a  change  of  fuel,  or 
other  means. 

Hot  water,  piped  in  the  girls  and  to  the  boys'  lavatories,  is  still 
desirable.  The  children  are  reluctant  to  wash  in  the  icy  cold  water 
during  the  cold  weather. 

I  wish  to  thak  Miss  Purrington  and  the  teachers  at  the  High- 
land School  for  their  cooperation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EMID  D.  ELGOSIN,  M.D. 


Mr.  Arthur  E.  Burke 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
Montague  Public  School  System 
Turners  Falls,  Mass. 

Dear  Sir: 

I  herewith  submit  my  report  as  school  physician  for  Precinct 
I  for  the  school  year  beginning  September,  1963. 

The  physical  examinations  of  the  entire  student  body  and  the 
separate  examinations  for  those  engaged  in  athletics  were  com- 
pleted early.  Generally,  high  standards  of  health  are  maintained 
throughout  the  school  system.  The  parents  are  to  be  commended 
for  their  cooperation  in  this  program. 

Conditions  in  the  athletic  department,  specifically  those  re- 
garding the  locker  room  facilities,  while  somewhat  improved,  are 
still  unsatisfactory  from  the  standpoint  of  space,  ventilation  and 
sanitation.  I  wish  to  recommend  that  corrective  measures  be  tak- 
en to  insure  adequate  and  proper  facilities  for  the  coaching  staff 
and  players. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  like  to  thank  all  who  have  cooperated 
with  me  in  the  administration  of  the  health  program,  particularly 
Miss  Euphrasia  Purrington. 

Yours  truly, 

KENNETH  W.  B.  JACOBUS.  M.D. 
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EEPORT  OF  SCHOOL  NURSE 


Mr.  Arthur  E.  Burke 
Superintendent  of  Schools 
Turners  Falls,  Mass. 

Dear  Mr.  Burke: 

I  herewith  submit  my  annual  report  as  School  Nurse  for  the 
year  ending  December  31,  1963. 

The  usual  routine  work  has  been  carried  on  throughout  the 
year. 

Since  beginning  my  work  here  in  February  1945  the  work  has 
changed,  more  areas  of  work  have  been  added  to  my  responsibili- 
ties. At  that  time  v/e  hardly  knew  that  there  were  emotional  prob- 
lems existing  among  our  school  pupils.  Today  this  is  an  increasing 
part  of  the  work.  Not  only  have  there  been  added  areas  of  work 
but  the  yearly  increased  enrollment  demands  more  work  and  time 
for  accomplishment. 

During  the  Spring  vacation  the  yearly  psychological  testing  and 
social  psychiatric  investigation  work  was  done.  Eighteen  pupils 
v/ere  tested  at  this  time  by  Mr.  Robert  Sayrs,  our  port  time  psy- 
chologist. We  have  been  most  fortunate  to  have  the  services  of  Mr. 
Sayrs  and  benefit  from  his  very  fine  reports  and  recommenda- 
tions in  knovv^ing  what  to  do  for  the  best  of  the  child's  achieving. 
In  addition,  due  to  the  need  for  other  evaluations,  we  v/ere  able 
to  obtain  Mr.  William  Vandament  from  the  University  of  Mass. 
Mr.  Vandament  has  tested  seven  other  children  and  will  continue 
his  work  this  month. 

Why  is  it  considered  more  of  a  problem  to  bring  up  children 
today?  Perhaps  some  of  the  reasons  are  that  living  conditions 
have  changed,  inventions  have  altered  family  life,  recreation  is 
outside  of  the  home,  there  are  earlier  outside  influences  on  our 
children,  and  parents  are  less  with  their  children.  All  of  these 
facts  cannot  but  influence  our  children  mentally,  morally,  socially 
and  physically — and  these  influences  many  times  have  a  trauma- 
itc  effect  on  the  whole  family.  Recently  I  was  in  a  home  where 
the  mother  was  at  "her  wits  end"  to  knov/  what  to  do  to  meet 
her  particular  problems.  I  am  sure  it  was  only  by  a  sympathetic 
uderstanding  that  some  of  her  fears  v/ere  allayed.  Contact  with 
the  home  is  vital  to  the  work  in  order  to  have  a  clearer  under- 
standing of  the  performance  of  the  child  as  we  see  him  in  the 
classroom.  The  local  Mental  Health  Center  is  our  resource  for  as- 
sistance in  this  area. 

Three  areas  among  our  school  population  should  be  of  serious 
cincern.  These  are  drop-outs,  students  needing  possible  vocational 
training  who  are  in  our  classrooms  but  are  not  achieving,  and  the 
emotionally  disturbed.  Serious  problems  are  already  developing 
due  to  these  particular  needs. 

Through  the  American  Cancer  Assn.,  Mr.  Charles  O'Roui-ke 
gave  a  very  fine  talk  and  showed  a  film  on  the  effects  of  cigar- 
ette smoking,  especially  on  the  adolescent,  at  our  High  School. 
The  same  program  was  repeated  for  oud  Junior  High  School  pu- 
pils to  which  the  two  sixth  grades  at  Hillcrest  School  were  invit- 
ed. This  was  followed  later  by  a  film,  Self-Examination,  for  our 
Senior  High  School  girls. 

The  completion  of  a  very  successful  program  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Sabin  Vaccine  was  in  June.  The  total  number  of  pu- 
pils receiving  the  vaccine  either  Type  I,  II  or  III  or  all  three  doses 


49 

were  2,132  according  to  our  records.  This  includes  the  pupils  at  St. 
Anne's  School.  Those  types  not  given  at  the  clinics  were  complet- 
ed at  the  family  physician's  office  or  by  the  visiting  nurses.  All 
parents  forms  have  been  sent  home.  School  forms  are  now  included 
in  the  cumulative  child's  health  record. 

Needed  X-rays  of  new  personnel  were  completed  this  fall.  All 
were  certified  through  the  Franklin  County  Public  Health  Assoc. 

Seven  years  ago  your  school  nurse  assisted  in  the  organization 
of  a  sectional  meeting  at  the  Annual  Franklin  County  Teachers 
Association  Conference.  Since  that  time  each  year  we  have  had 
two  sectional  meetings  which  have  proved  well  attended  not  only 
by  full  time  school  nurses  but  Public  Health  Nurses  of  the  area. 
This  past  summer  and  fall  time  was  spent  in  making  arrange- 
ments for  this  program.  Dr.  Waterman,  Assistant  to  the  Director 
of  the  Communicable  Diseases  in  the  Department  of  Public  Health, 
and  Mrs.  Gerda  Horst,  State  Nutritionist  for  this  section  of  the 
State,  located  at  our  District  Health  Office  in  Amherst,  Mass., 
gave  us  valuable  information  in  their  particular  fields. 

School  systems  throughout  our  country  are  realizing  the  im- 
portance of  an  all  inclusive  health  program  to  foster  the  optimum 
health  of  our  children  that  they  may  be  better  citizens  of  tomor- 
row. President  Johnson  in  his  State  of  the  Union  message  stressed 
education,  better  health  and  the  elimination  of  poverty. 

The  following  meetings  have  been  attended: 
The  Annual  Conferenec  of  Special  Education  in  Boston 
Mass.  School  Nurses  Association  in  Boston 
Local  Salvation  Army  Unit  meetings 
Two  Committee  Meetings  at  the  Mental  Health  Center 
Several  Conferences  at  the  Mental  Health  Center 

Three  courses  have  been  taken  by  your  School  Nurse  this  year: 
A  fifteen  week  Seminar  through  the  facilities  of  the 
Mental  Health  Center  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Hell- 
man 

Two  courses  at  Boston  University 
Introduction  to  Personnel  Services 
Materials  and  Methods  in  Health  Education 

I  wish  to  thank  all  who  have  in  any  way  assisted  me  as  Mon- 
tague School  Nurse. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EUPHRASIA  PURRINGTON, 

School  Nurse 


Nancy  Krejmas 
Noel  Potter 
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GRADUATION  EXERCISES  OF  THE  CLASS  OF  1963 

Turners  Falls  High  School  Auditorium 

Thursday,  June  20,  1963 

PROCESSIONAL 
War  March  of  the  Priests  Mendelssohn 

High  School  Orchestra 

Our  Vital  Responsibilities: 
HONOR  ESSAY: 

"To  Self"  Annette  Krejmas 

HONOR  ESSAY: 

"To  Society" 
HONOR  ESSAY: 

"To  World" 
HONOR  ESSAY: 

"Knowledge  in  Perspective"  Gerry  Simons 

SELECTION: 

"Mexican  Overture"  Merle  Isaac 

COMMENCEMENT  ADDRESS: 

Dr.  John  Coughlan 
Director — The  Youth  Service  Board 
PRESENTATION  OF  DIPLOMAS: 

Mr.  Arthur  E.  Burke,  Superintendent  of  Schools 
PRESENTATION  OF  AWARDS: 
Mr.  George  F.  Wrightson,  Principal 

Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Institute  Medal  Noel  Potter 

Clarence  W.  Allen  Post  #178  Award  Paul  Trudel 

Esleeck  Award  Marion  Housman 

Turners  Falls  Rotary  Club  Award  Norman  Fuller 

Turners  Falls  P.T.A.  Scholarship  Brian  Kerr 

Montague  Teachers  Association  Scholarship,  Josefa  Welcome 
Turners  Falls  Rotary  Club  Scholarships 

Helen  Morris,  Gerald  Couture 
Turners  Falls  High  School  Alumni  Scholarships 

Nancy  Krejmas,  Noel  Potter 
Auxiliary  Clarence  W.  Allen  Post  #178  Scholarship 

Sandra  Regan 
Turners  Falls  A.C.  Scholarship  Gordon  Pfersich 

Americanism  Awards — Clarence  W.  Allen  Post  #178 

Lois  Daignault 
Turners  Falls  Woman's  Club  Scholarship  Marion  Housman 
Class  of  1913  Award  Janice  Bordeaux 

Class  of  1932  Karl  Schule  Memorial  Award        William  Smith 
Class  of  1938  Florence  C.  Porter  Award  Nancy  Krejmas 

Class  of  1938  George  F.  Wrightson  Award  Gerry  Simons 

Class  of  1947  Award  Marion  Bliss 

Class  of  1952  Award  Annette  Krejmas 

Class  of  1953  Award  James  Chartier 

Class  of  1945  Joseph  J.  Sheff  Memorial  Award 

Edward  Zewinski 
Class  of  1956  Award  Yvonne  Croteau 

Class  of  1962  Evelyn  Lindsay  Memorial  Award,  Douglas  Riel 
Richard  E.  Putnam  Memorial  Award  Richard  Kovalsich 

A.S.T.E.  Scholarship  Noel  Potter 

Small  Schools  Tournament  Scholarship  Gerry  Simons 
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Chesok  Award 
Project  Scholarships: 


Annette  Krejmas 


Marion  Bliss 
Robert  Dubie 
Susan  Grossman 
Gerry  Simons 
Harvard  Prize  Award  Jordan  Gohen 

Greenfield  Foundation  Scholarships 

Joan  Rastallis,  Annete  Krejmas 
Pro  Merito  Awards 
CLASS  SONG: 

Words  and  Music  Annette  and  Nancy  Krejmas 

ALMA  MATER 

CLASS  MOTTO:  "Strength  through  Unity— Our  Foundation" 
RECESSIONAL:  Pomp  and  Circumstance 


Herbert  Stanley  Adams,  Jr. 
Sharon  Louise  Ambrose 
Joseph  Albert  Bastarsche,  Jr. 
Ronald  Joseph  Belunas 
Shirley  Florence  Boivin 
Sylvia  Susan  Bordeaux 
Janice  Marie  Bordeaux  —  D 
Carol  Virginia  Biano 
Carol  Ann  Biziewski 
Marion  Mavis  Bliss  —  D 
Thomas  Frank  Brown 
Henry  John  Burek,  Jr. 
Barbara  Jean  Burnham 
Sandra  Capen 
James  William  Chartier 
Carolyn  Louise  Cossett 
Gerald  Louis  Couture,  Jr.  —  D 
Susan  Maria  Grossman  —  D 
Yvonne  Beatrice  Croteau  —  D 
Marylou  Katherine  Currier 
Lois  Arlene  Daignault 
Ann  Beth  Davis 
Helen  May  Deso 
Gloria  Jean  Dejnak 
Leonard  Arthur  Desautels,  Jr. 

—  E 
Kathryn  Ann  Dion 
Louise  Helen  Duda 
Robert  Charles  Dube 
Paul  Rodney  Ellis  —  I 
Michael  Francis  Fisette  —  D 
Norm.an  George  Fuller 
Catherine  Louise  George 
Linda  Diane  Girard 
Michele  Anne  Girard 
Douglas  Duane  Grant 
Dorothy  May  Graves 
John  Alfred  Greene  —  D 
Edward  Paul  Gregory 
Geraldine  Ann  Grimard 


Marion  Louise  Housman  —  D 
Karen  Fay  Huber 
Ronald  Alden  Huber 
Henry  Francis  Iwanowicz  —  D 
Patricia  Marilyn  Jones 
Brian  Thom_as  Kerr  —  G 
Richard  Earl  Daniel  Kovalsick 
Annette  Catherine  Krejmas  —  A, 

B,  D 
Elaine  Ann  Krejmas 
Nancy  Lee  Krejmas — A,  B,  D 
Francis  John  Kremski 
David  Paul  Kruger 
Andrea  Lamoureaux 
Harold  Lapointe 
Harold  Joseph  Lemoine 
Pamela  Jane  Lenois 
Sharon  Lee  Lonergan 
Louis  John  Krol 
Sandra  Arlene  Manchester 
Paula  Martineau 
George  Leonard  Mathey 
Vivian  Jane  May  —  D 
John  Henry  Mayrand 
Sandra  Jean  McCarthy 
Gwen  Georgia  McGahan 
James  Frederick  Merriott 
Janina  Mary  Mirecki  —  D 
Diane  Frances  Moltenbrey 
Helen  Jo  Morris  —  D 
Yoshi  Nishino 
Richard  Lester  Norwood 
Joan  Frances  Parsons 
Judith  Eileen  Parsons  —  D 
David  William  Patterson 
Adele  Mae  Paulin 
Ronald  Robert  Pearce  —  H 
Kay  Georgeann  Pearson 
Gordon  John  Pfersich  —  D 
Noel  Marshall  Potter  —  A,  D 
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Joseph  Ignace  Pogoda 

James  Frank  Ptak 

Peter  Charles  Radway 

Joan  Catherine  Rastallis  —  D 

Sandra  Mary  Rees 

Sandra  Jean  Regan  —  D 

Richard  John  Reil 

John  Francis  Reipold,  Jr. 

Richard  James  Rice  —  E 

Douglas  Davir  Riel  —  D 

Yvonne  Helen  Rivard 

Cynthia  Marie  Robert 

Robert  Allie  Savage 

Paul  Edward  Sicard 

Gerry  Gale  Simons  —  A,  D 

Barbara  Carolyn  Siwizki 

Richard  Raymond  Slauenwhite 

William  Bruce  Smith 

A — Honor  Essayist 

B — Honorary  Membership  Wom- 
an's Club 

C — St.  Kazimiers  Society 
Athletic  Award 

D — Pro  Merito  Honorary 
Scholastic  Society 


Jane  Rosemary  Suhl 
Norma  Lucille  Sweeney 
Florence  Ashford  Thayer 
Paul  Gerald  Trudel  —  D 
Richard  Joseph  Verrier 
Thomas  Allen  Walker 
Irene  Ruth  Wallner 
James  Arnold  Ward 
Josefa  Mary  Welcome  —  D 
Raymond  Matthew  Welsh,  Jr.  — 

D,  H 
Stearl  Mead  Wickline,  Jr. 
Sandra  Marie  York 
Shirley  Ann  Zak 
Edward  John  Zewinski  —  C,  F 
Robert  James  Zywna 
Alyce  Nadeau  as  of  the  Class  oi 

1961 

E — Marston  Award 
F — Cannon  Novak  Award 
G— Art  Club  Award 
H — Rotary  Athletic  Award 
I — Turners    Falls    Military    Band 
Award 


REPORT    OF    REGIONAL    VOCATIONAL    SCHOOL    DISTRICT 
PLANNING  COMMITTEE 

To   the  Honorable  Board   of  Selectmen  and   the   Citizens   of  the 
Town  of  Montague: 

The  Regional  Vocational  School  District  Planning  Committee 
created  by  Special  Town  Meeting  of  June  25,  1963,  was  organized 
shortly  thereafter.  Mr.  Joseph  E.  Laramie,  Jr.,  was  appointed 
School  Committee  member.  Mr.  Camille  Paulin  was  appointed  by 
the  Moderator.  Mr.  Sidney  Cohen  was  appointed  by  the  Select- 
men. 

The  three  representatives  met  with  the  appointed  representa- 
tives of  twelve  towns  from  Franklin  County,  Athol  and  Peter- 
shaw  regularly  and  took  part  in  the  planning  for  a  Regional  Vo- 
cational Technical  School. 

A  special  14  Page  Progress  Report  has  been  prepared  and  shall 
be  inserted  as  a  separate  report  in  the  town  report. 

The  study  to  date  has  indicated  a  definite  need  for  additional 
vocational-technical-educational  facilities  in  Franklin  County. 

This  Committee  recommends  that  the  Regional  Vocational 
School  District  Planning  Committee  be  continued. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SIDNEY  COHEN 
CAMILLE  PAULIN 
JOSEPH  E.  LARAMIE,  JR. 
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